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YOUR WEDDING YOUR MANSION

weddings at the

WWW.ASPINALLFOUNDATION.ORG
PHONE: 01303 234111
PORT LYMPNE MANSION & GARDENS, LYMPNE, NR ASHFORD, KENT CT21 4PD

THE MANSION IS NESTLED IN 100 ACRES
OF BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPED GARDENS AND
SURROUNDED BY THE WORLD RENOWNED
PORT LYMPNE WILD ANIMAL PARK.  IF YOU ARE 
SEEKING TO ADD A UNIQUE ELEMENT TO YOUR 
SPECIAL DAY, WHY NOT INCLUDE A SAFARI?

F inalist 2013



Finalist 2013
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Follow us on Twitter!
@TheMainEvent

Like our Facebook page
www.facebook.com (Main Event Weddings Shows Ltd)

Autumn Shows 2014
ALL ShoWS run FroM 11AM - 3.00 pM unLESS oThErWiSE STATEd

The bEST shows,
the bEST suppliers
& the bEST variety

Image supplied by www.webbweddings.co.uk

ESSEX 

Cp Colchester Five Lakes 
Sunday 7th September
Colchester Road, 
Tolleshunt Knights, 
Essex  Cm9 8hx

hylands house
Sunday 21st September
London Road, Chelmsford,  
Essex  Cm2 8WQ

Woolston Manor
Sunday 21st September
Abridge Road, Chigwell, 
Essex  Ig7 6bx

park inn by radisson Thurrock  
Sunday 21st September
high Road, North Stifford, 
Nr grays, Rm16 5uE

Colchester Town hall 
Sunday 21st September
high Street
Colchester Co1 1pj

Waltham Abbey Marriott hotel  
Sunday 28th September 
old Shire Lane, 
Waltham Abbey EN9 3Lx

Gilwell park
Sunday 5th october
bury Road, 
Chingford, E4 7QW

Mulberry house
Sunday 5th october
Chelmsford Rd, 
high ongar,  Cm5 9NL

pontlands park 
Sunday 5th october
West Hanningfield Road, 
great baddow, Chelmsford
Essex  Cm2 8hR

Channels Golf Club 
Sunday 12th october
pratts Farm Lane East, 
Lt Waltham, Chelmsford Cm3 3pT

The reid rooms 
Sunday 19th october
marks hall Lane, 
margaret Roding, 
Nr Chelmsford, Essex  Cm6 1QT

Canons brook Golf Club
Sunday 26th october
Elizabeth Way, 
harlow  Cm19 5bE
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PRE-REgistER onlinE

to REcEivE fREE EntRy and 
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for more information on these shows, please contact us:
t: 01245 895470  •  E: info@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk  •  W: www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

HERtfoRdsHiRE

Hertford castle
sunday 28th september
The Castle, 
Hertford  
Sg14 1Hr

Hanbury manor
sunday 12th october 
*Fashion Show 12pm & 2pm*
A Marriott Hotel & Country Club, 
Ware, Herts  Sg12 0Sd

the legacy gt Hallingbury manor 
sunday 12th october
great Hallingbury, 
Bishop’s Stortford
Herts  CM22 7Tj

forty Hall
sunday 19th october
Forty Hill,
Enfield EN2 9HA

KEnt

st augustine’s Priory 
sunday 7th september
Bilsington Priory Estate
Priory road, Bilsington, 
Nr Ashford, Kent  TN25 7Au

the Hop farm 
sunday 7th september
Maidstone road
Paddock Wood 
Kent  TN12 6PY

tudor Park, 
a marriott Hotel & country club
sunday 14th september
Ashford road, Bearsted, 
Kent, ME14 4NQ

Port lympne mansion Hotel 
sunday 28th september
Port Lympne Wild Animal Park, 
Lympne, Nr Hythe, 
Kent  CT21 4Lr

oakwood House
sunday 12th october 
Oakwood Park
Maidstone
Kent  ME16 8AE

Holiday inn maidstone/sevenoaks 
sunday 26th october
London road, 
Wrotham Heath
Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 7rS

suffolK

Priory Hall
sunday 14th september
Benton Street, 
Hadleigh, 
Suffolk  IP7 5Az

bERKsHiRE

ufton court
sunday 5th oct
Green Lane, ufton Nervet, 
reading, Berkshire  rg7 4Hd

oxfoRdsHiRE

Hotel du vin
sunday 19th oct
New Street, 
Henley-On-Thames, 
Oxfordshire  rG9 2bP

The best way for a bride to plan her wedding is 
to visit one of our wedding shows... an instant 
way to see the latest trends and fashions in 
the wedding industry. At Main Event Wedding 
Shows you can be sure to find some of the best 
quality suppliers in the region. We will ensure 
that there is a great variety of exhibitors for you 
to meet.
Come to some of the most fantastic venues in 
the area and get access to various packages 
and special offers up for grabs. Each show offers 
something different, tasters and fashions, and 
in each issue of Absolute Bridal we list our 
latest shows. 
Visit our website at 
www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk to pre-
register. All brides will receive a fREE copy of 
Absolute Bridaland fREE entry for all. We 
are looking forward to another season and of 
course, meeting all the lovely brides-to-be!

We host over 60 Wedding Shows each year with 
more show dates to be released. For further 
information please visit 
www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

If you are a supplier and are interested 
in exhibiting please contact our office for 
availability on 01245 895470



Follow us on Twitter!
@TheMainEvent

Like our Facebook page

www.facebook.com Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd

contents

Published by Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd
No. 3, Old Park Farm Business Centre, Ford End 
Chelmsford CM3 1LN
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Our Package Includes:
Venue hire including your civil ceremony room
Dedicated toastmaster
Red carpet arrival
3 Course Wedding Breakfast (up to 80 people)
The Silver Drinks package
Bottled tap water on each table
6 item Evening finger buffet (up to 60 portions - 
please be advised you will need to cater for 75% of 
your total evening guests)
Use of the Bridal Suite for the night of your wedding

UPGRADE OPTIONS AVAILABLE

www.deverevenues.co.uk

Ponsbourne Park... Sheer Beauty...
...For Your Special Wedding Day

This package is based on a maximum of 80 people.

For further information and to check availability 
please contact our wedding co-ordinator
Liz Rose on 01707 879 359 or 
email lrose@deverevenues.co.uk

Please note Bank Holiday Sundays are charged at the 
Saturday rate with the Bank Holiday Monday at the 
Sunday rate.

Ponsbourne Park, Newgate Street Village, Nr Hertford, 
Hertfordshire SG13 8QT

ABA/W14

Weekday £5,450 / Friday £6,450
Saturday £6,950 / Sunday £5,950

Wedding 

Open Evening

Monday 22 Sept 6-9pm

Special Offer
Book your Wedding at Ponsbourne 

Park between 1 October - 28 February 
2014/2015/2016 and get 5% off 

our published package price. 
Terms & conditions apply.
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From the Editorial Team

ON THE COVER

Cover photo by Stacey England 

of SE Photography

www.seweddingphotography.co.uk

Vanessa Challis  
Director - Absolute Bridal & 

Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd

Linda Grant 
Director - Absolute Bridal & 

Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd

Sarah Mclean  Office Manager - Advertising & wedding show sales

Amanda Prior Wedding Show Manager/Administration

Tom Burrows Sales Executive - Advertising & wedding show sales

Joy Hay Credit Control

Ellie Colyer Apprentice

Meet the team!

Dawn’s 
a winner....
Many  congratulations to 
Dawn Fairlie from Broxbourne, 
Hertfordshire for winning our  
“2015 Bespoke 3 tier wedding 
cake worth up to £500” 
competition, courtesy of The 

Little Sugarbox, 

www.thelittlesugarbox.com.  
Hope you have a wonderful 
wedding Dawn and don’t forget 
to send us a picture of Alison’s 
cake...

Well-connected brides...
Wedding industry software specialist Xedo Software connects 
wedding dress designers, retailers and brides in store, online or 
by mobile. The company was formed by Richard Freedman 
and boasts former Microsoft Director for Scotland, Raymond 
O’Hare as a member of its board. They aim to become the 
world’s biggest facilitator of bridal wear sales.

“The wedding market remains strong, irrespective of economic 
conditions, and we believe that our software platform is 
unique in bringing together the three key parts of the industry: 
designers, retailers and consumers, allowing them to work 
much better together.”

The software provides a range of functions which enables 
bridal shop owners to market and sell more wedding and 
bridesmaid dresses whilst 
managing their customers 
and running their business 
in a more effective way. 
The software also allows 
bridal designers to ensure 
that their dresses are 
being marketed more effectively and that more customers are 
finding their products both in-store and online.

For consumers, the software allows brides to find that special 
wedding gown through “Love the Dress”, www.lovethedress.
com, which is the only bridal website where the top bridal 
designers actually maintain and update their own products for 
both consumers and retailers to access. Brides can search for 
their dream dress, view their nearest stockist and request an 
appointment straight from the site.

For men’s formal hire, “Sort My Wedding Outfit”, www.
sortmyweddingoutfit.com offers an online Outfit Builder which 
allows grooms to find the styles they like before requesting 
an in-store try-on after which they can place their order. The 
groom can then manage the entire wedding party online. He 
can see who has been measured, send reminders and allow 
his groomsmen to enter their own sizes online.

I am delighted to introduce you to the first issue of our new 
South-East edition of ‘Absolute Bridal’ magazine. Bigger and 
better, with a wider audience and bursting at the seams with 
wedding venues across the South-East, we hope you love it as 
much as us.  

Many new venues are cropping up which reflects the high 
demand for stunning wedding locations and established 
venues are adding new elements to their services and facilities 
to cater for outside ceremonies too. 

As a bride, it must be SO hard to decide. I think if it was me, I’d 
have to make a list of my top five ‘must haves’ which would 
include: 

 1. Geographical location to allow convenience for guests

 2. Affordability  
 3. The “WOW” factor

 4. Excellent food    
 5. Great service...

 What would your list be?

You’ll also find an array of new bridal suppliers featured who 
are passionate about making your day amazing. Their talent 
shines through and they’re all brimming with new ideas.

Quirky trends may come and go, but always remember it’s all 
about the two of you. 

Up and coming wedding shows across the counties will let you 
see suppliers’ work, and give you the chance to get to know 
them. They’re also a great opportunity to hear about special 
promotional offers too, so check out our Show Date pages. 

It won’t be long before we’re all hurtling towards Christmas 
and New Year, so crack on with your planning now and enjoy a 
festive break.

Take ‘couple time’ when you can and enjoy every minute of 
the build up to your Big Day! See you in January, 

The Editorial Team

editorial@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk 

Cruising to success...
Cruise & Maritime Voyages (CMV) based in Purfleet, Essex has 
been named by the British Travel Awards (BTAs) as a contender 
for two coveted travel industry benchmark awards for 
excellence this year. The company is listed in the categories of 
‘Best Specialist & Small Ship Cruise Line’ and ‘Best UK Departure 
Cruise Line’

Five years ago, from their Tilbury home port, CMV began 
offering  romantic European city cruises and weekend 
celebration breaks on board Marco Polo. In November 
this year, their new ship Astor will create history by offering 
a voyage to Australia from Tilbury recreating the emigrant 
journeys of yesteryear. 

The winners of the 2014 British Travel Awards will be announced 
at a glittering ceremony on 26th November in London.

To cast your vote, visit: https://britishtravelawards.com/vote_
form.php or to book your mini- moon, visit:  
www.cruiseandmaritime.com 
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Laughing all the way to the Bank...
The small village of Tillingham, near Burnham-on-Crouch 
celebrated the launch of “Little Lolls Boutique” who are 
delighted to solve the devastating problem of finding the 
perfect dress then being disappointed when you find out how 
much it costs! 

The team at Little Lolls pride themselves on being the cheapest 
wedding and prom retailer in the area, but still providing the 
quality you would expect for the dress of your dreams. With 
more than 15 years combined experience, they’ll help you 
get just the right look at a price you can afford. Currently, their 
extensive dress collection varies from £50-£200 - nothing more.  

Their fine range of wedding accessories includes handbags, 
jewellery, tiaras, shoes and hoops together with all the finishing 
touches you could wish for including  bubbles, candles, 
confetti, water pearls, table crystals and much ,much more. 

To arrange your wedding or prom appointment, please call: 
07790 832894, find them on Facebook, https://www.facebook.
com/LittleLollsBoutique, or visit the online store at:  
www.Littlelollsboutique.co.uk 

 30 North Street, Tillingham CM0 7ST

Love lifts you higher... 
Your love for each other will reach new heights when you 
book The London Helicopter, the UK’s only online scheduled 
helicopter sightseeing service.

Flights take off from Battersea Heliport and follow the River 
Thames for the duration of the flight, which lasts around 20 
minutes.  Enjoy stunning London skyline sightseeing with this 
magical experience.  At a speed of more than 100 miles 
per hour, you’ll cruise at almost 2,000 feet over the capital’s 
skyline and this is definitely the most exciting way to see the 
city. Offering breath-taking views and an entirely unique 
perspective, this panoramic tour takes in many of the city’s 
most iconic sites including Buckingham Palace, Westminster 
Abbey, The Tower of London, and St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
alongside newer architecturally stunning arrivals such as The 
Shard, Gherkin, Walkie Talkie and Cheesegrater! If sport is 
your thing then famous sporting venues including Wembley, 
The Emirates, Craven Cottage and The Olympic Park are also 
visible from the route.

The Eurocopter AS350 helicopters seat a maximum of 6 
passengers and can be booked either on a shared or exclusive 
basis. Prices start from £199 per seat and flights go ahead with 
a minimum of 2 seats booked or when booked exclusively. 

To reserve your lift-off to love, visit: www. thelondonhelicopter.com

Plan the ultimate stag or hen ‘do’...
The Little Blue Book, founded by Gemma Waters, is 
revolutionising the traditional stag and hen party concept into 
a personal experience that suits a modern bride and groom. 
This new bespoke service for bridesmaids and best men allows 
you to give your loved-ones a stylish and sophisticated send off 
into married life.

The team works directly with both male and female groups, to 
propose a pre-wedding celebration that is unique to individual 
needs and dreams. With just a simple online initial enquiry, The 
Little Blue Book takes the pressure out of planning a perfect 
party.

Gemma said: “The Little Blue 
Book is different to other hen 
and stag party planning 
services as we don’t present our 
clients with a list of activities and 
destinations to choose from; 
we meet and talk though their 
ideas and encourage them to 
run wild with creativity, on the 
premise that anything is possible 
and no idea is too big or small.

Pre-wedding parties can be just as important as the big 
day itself for many nearly weds as it’s seen as the last time 
the bride and groom can have a completely self-indulgent 
night, weekend or holiday with their best friends and Gemma 
and her team  believe in adding many  personal touches. 
Gemma’s extensive network of contacts spanning the travel, 
entertainment and hospitality sectors helps her plan special 
experiences that people will love and remember forever. 

The Little Blue Book can plan an entire pre-wedding party or 
assist with specific elements during the process, such as finding 
the perfect venue, organising and planning a cool city break, 
suggesting a wonderful spa, booking a fabulous restaurant, 
organising flights or creating an ‘out of this world’ experience.

For more information and contact details visit:  
www.the-littlebluebook.com

Open house at Hylands...
Hylands House will be opening its doors with a series of 
wedding fairs and open days this autumn. The events will 
showcase the venue’s brand new Grand Pavilion, which 

can accommodate up to 
300 guests, and spectacular 
Georgian Grade II* listed 
mansion and glorious grounds. 
The contemporary Grand 
Pavilion offers the latest in 
style and sophistication with 
romantic lighting and creates 
an ideal space for receptions.

WEDDING SHOW 21st September, 11am -3pm: Perfect 
for couples looking to purchase the finishing touches for 
their special day, each room will showcase the very best 
specialist suppliers from florists to jewellers and chocolatiers to 
photographers; all will be on-hand to offer advice and fresh 
ideas to make your big day extra special. 

WEDDING OPEN DAY 26th October, 10am – 4pm: To give a 
more one-on-one showcase of Hylands, this wedding open 
day will allow couples to meet and chat with Tamsin and Tom, 
the venue’s expert wedding planners to discuss the finer details 
of their wedding. Couples will also get the chance to view 
the venue set-up for weddings and talk directly to Hylands’ 
suppliers. 

VINTAGE WEDDING FAIR 23rd November, 10am – 4pm: New 
for 2014 is a celebration of vintage themed weddings. The fair 
promises to see couples overwhelmed with come-back ideas 
from yesteryear to make their big day as unique and individual 
as themselves. 

To find out more, visit www.chelmsford.gov.uk/hylands, or  
call: 01245 605500.



Dream Weddings at 
Hanbury Manor

MARRIOTT HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

Set amid 200 acres of stunning parkland 
in Hertfordshire, our breath-taking 
historic retreat promises storybook 

charm with gracious service that defines 
the essence of a truly classical 

English setting.
 

Wedding packages for 2015 are available 
from £4,450 for 50 guests including all the 

important things like Drinks Reception 
with delicious canapés, 3 course seasonal 
Wedding Breakfast with Wine, Evening 
Buffet and banqueting room hire fee.    

Terms & conditions apply. Subject to availability.

 For further details, please contact our 
dedicated Wedding  Coordinators on: 

01920 487 722.
 

Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 0SD
Telephone: 01920 487 722

www.MarriottHanburyManor.co.uk
 

Dream Weddings at 
Hanbury Manor

MARRIOTT HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

@HanburyManor



real wedding

Three misses 
before 
becoming 
a 

Shakespeare was considered a true romantic, 
portraying love as a heady mix of passion, aggression, 
despair, and determination. He would have loved 
Samantha Martin and Neil Mower’s tale, which, against 
all the odds, let ‘Luck be a Lady Tonight’...

‘Charis’ is a given name derived from a Greek word 
meaning “grace, kindness” and it was at Charis’, (one 
of Samantha’s oldest friend’s) Las Vegas wedding in 
2004 that this star crossed lovers’ tale began. Their eyes 
met across a crowded room but it was not meant to be. 
Their paths intersected again in 2005 and 2006 as Neil is 
Charis’ cousin, but once again, circumstances dictated 
they didn’t get the chance to pursue their interest in 
each other. In the summer of 2010, at Charis’ son’s 
christening, the obvious chemistry was reignited and, 
with a little ‘help’ from Charis over the following months, 
Neil sent Samantha a private Facebook message on 
3rd January 2011 and, with a fi rst date agreed for 6th 
January 2011, the rest is history! 
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The Proposal 

Samantha recalls: “Neil was very romantic, becoming my 
very own Romeo. In October 2012, he took me away to 
Verona for the weekend. Following a lovely day of sightseeing 
and visiting Shakespeare’s famous ‘Juliet balcony’, we 
enjoyed a delicious five course meal. Walking into the town 
square, he got down on one knee and proposed, ring in 
hand, in front of the magnificent water fountains. We then 
drank champagne and toasted the night away to Romeo 
and Juliet.”

The Planning 

Wanting to host their 
wedding in Hertfordshire, 
Samantha’s father, a 
keen golfer, mentioned 
Hanbury Manor as he 
had previously played 
there.  When Samantha 
viewed the venue with one 
of her bridesmaids, she 
was “blown away by how 
lovely it was and fell in love 
with Poles Hall which had 
formerly been the Chapel 
for the manor house.” 
The balcony above the 
entrance was an added 
bonus. Neil attended 
an Open Evening and 
was equally enchanted. 
“It was so different from 
any other banqueting 
hall I had seen.” Wishing 
to have only a short, six 
month engagement, it 
was written in the stars 
that Hanbury Manor not 
only had their date of 
choice available but had 
a promotional package to 
offer the couple too.  

Unsurprisingly, the couple 
chose a subtle theme of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ and 
the wedding breakfast 
tables were named after 
characters from the play. 
Obviously, their table 
was ‘Romeo and Juliet’, and it was fun to have servants, the 
Montagues and Capulets sharing the meal.  A spring theme 
with whites and pale greens worked beautifully with the 
venue. A nod to ‘vintage’ in the reception area, complete 
with china birds, a wishing tree where guests could write a 
wish and leave on the tree branches,  and cake stands with 
divine brooch decorated cupcakes made by Samantha’s  
sister Hannah who runs her own cake business “Heavenly 
Tiers”,  finished the look. 

12  Absolute Bridal magazine

The Hanbury Package... 

Samantha and Neil found the food tasting experience at 
Hanbury Manor second to none. During an evening with 
the Chef in one of the private dining rooms tasting and 
discussing food combinations, the pair finally settled on Duck 
rillettes with plum chutney, soda bread, Corn fed chicken 
breast, pomme fondant, truffle savoy cabbage, confit garlic 
followed by Lemon tart with mixed berries, crème fraiche ice 

cream, coffee and 
Petit Fours.

The package also 
included a wedding 
cake from Lisa at 
“Cake Cuisine” who 
met Samantha’s 
wish for a three 
tiered cake with 
different flavour 
tiers that was simple 
and elegant. Fresh 

flowers from Alison at “The 
Secret Garden Florist” 
draped artistically over 
each tier created what 
Samantha describes as 
“simplicity at its best.” 
Alison was exceptional and 
Samantha’s dreams came 
true with stunning table 
centre silver candelabra 
which were “breath-taking 

and just what I had always hoped for.”

Photography was another feature of the promotion and 
Rachel from Expression Photography was excellent, working 
alongside the couple throughout the day to capture 
“amazing photos that we have forever.” 

Entertainment courtesy of Mr H Productions and his team 
provided seamless amusement and the couple reflect: “The 
live band and singers were simply amazing; we still get great 
feedback a year later.” 

Finishing touches allowed Samantha to indulge her guests 
with a sweetie table, collecting new and vintage jars filled 
with everyone’s favourite sweets and making the labels 
herself. Sarah from ‘ Say it With Flowers’  designed a unique 
table plan featuring a sepia picture of Hanbury Manor 
complete with the table names and guests which Samantha 
still has and can’t bear to part with! 

The Big Day

 “Having the bridal suite with my bevvy of beautiful 
bridesmaids to get ready with made the day so much fun.  I 
didn’t have any nerves; I was just enjoying being the bride 
and really living in the moment.”

 In keeping with the theme, Samantha walked down the 
aisle to “I’m Kissing You “ by Des’ree, the theme tune to Baz 
Luhrmann’s Romeo and Juliet, and there was not a dry eye in 
the house…. 



The ceremony was “fabulous”. Engaging registrars put Neil’s 
nerves at ease and when they were announced ‘husband 
and wife’, fearless Samantha punched the air with delight 
and left Neil wondering what he had let himself in for! 

Making their wedding breakfast entrance to the ‘Star Wars 
Death March’ amidst rapturous applause was a great start 
to the celebrations. Samantha’s father spoke touchingly of 
his independent career girl and his relief at finally being able 
to ‘hand her over’ as she is the last of his four girls to marry, 
and, at age 39, he was concerned she might “never take the 
plunge!”

Neil, a gifted public speaker, delivered his biggest surprise 
when he recounted the moment he thought Samantha was 
the girl for him. During a weekend away with Neil’s friends 
in Scotland, Samantha revealed that her party trick was 
downing a cold pint of larger in one, in under ten seconds!  
Neil’s speech challenged Samantha to recreate the moment 

Venue, accommodation and catering  
Marriott Hanbury Manor, www.MarriottHanburyManor.co.uk  
with package including:

Wedding cake “Cake Cuisine”, Cake Cuisine @ Hatfield Heath

Photography eXpression Photography, 01279 410553 
www.expression-photography.co.uk

Entertainment Mr. H, Productions, www.mrhproductions.co.uk

Cupcakes Hannah from Heavenly Tiers, @Heavenly_Tiers  
07885 424243

Adult bridesmaid dresses ‘Dessy’ from Jodi’s Bridal in 
Maidstone, 01622 755090

Bride’s dress ‘Maggie Sottero’, from Jodi’s Bridal

Flower girls and mini ushers outfits: BHS bridal range

Table Plan Sarah from “Say It With Flowers”, 07792 161818

Flowers “The Secret Garden Florist”, www.thesecretgdn.co.uk

in front of her guests. “All I could think of was my poor father 
and how I could manage the challenge in my corseted 
wedding gown.” Undaunted, Samantha rose to the occasion, 
receiving a standing ovation and made her father very 
proud. The dynamic Best Men double act duo, delivered a 
fantastic speech and presented the couple with a red   “This 
is Your Life Book”, a great keep sake of the speech and all the 
visual aids used to create Neil’s downfall!

Looking back with Samantha... “The wedding package 
from Hanbury Manor eliminated all our fears and worries as 
their recommended suppliers really are excellent and it’s a 
great way to achieve your dream wedding in a short time 
span. For our wedding planner Jenny, nothing was too much 
trouble and she did an excellent job. The day was amazing 
and when Neil turned and saw me walking down the aisle 
towards him, this was such a special moment for us both in 
very different ways and the memory will always touch my 
heart.” 

Looking back with Neil...“I loved the speeches and evening 
entertainment. Choreographing our memorable first dance 
routine to Elvis Presley’s “A little Less Conversation” (JXL remix) 
brought the house down, and was the perfect start to a really 
great wedding party. We had a fabulous day; it just went too 
quickly!”

Sam & Neil’s‘Little Black Book”
e
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top tips

According to the British Retail Consortium, the internet now 
accounts for nearly a quarter (24.1 per cent) of clothing 
sales made by stores. Inevitably, this growth in online 
shopping is being reflected in the wedding sector and an 
increasing number of brides are buying the dress of their 
dreams from the internet.

There are many risks associated with buying a wedding 
dress online. Aside from the fact you can’t try it on, returns 
are a hassle and you cannot draw on the expertise of the 
bridal specialists – there is also a very real possibility that 
the designer dress of your dreams may turn out to be fake.

Purchasing an internet sourced wedding dress can 
appear to be a great way of saving money on one of the 
biggest clothing investments you are likely to make, but 

sadly there is no guarantee that your bargain designer 
gown will be genuine. In the past, even luxury brands such 
as Pronovias have fallen prey to online counterfeiters. 
Fortunately, the brand took immediate proactive action 
to tackle both the product counterfeiters and illegitimate 
search engine advertisers. As the availability of fake 
goods increases on the internet, it would be wise for 
brides-to-be to adopt the same vigilant approach with 
their online purchases.

However, don’t shut down your search engines just 
yet. Online brand protection expert, MarkMonitor, has 
compiled the following list of top tips to ensure that 
bargain hunting brides-to-be are aware of potential 
pitfalls when shopping online:
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Avoid your dream dress becoming 

      a nightmare online

Be careful out 
there...

Online marketplaces Even if the marketplace itself is 
a brand you know, check reviews of the seller before 
you go for that dream dress.

Price Counterfeiters are wising up and realising that 
sometimes it can be more convincing the less the 
dress is reduced. Search around for the recommended 
retail price (RRP) and even if the dress only has a 
small discount, such as 20%, it is worth checking other 
elements of the website to see if they stack up. 

The site itself Although some websites look professional 
at first glance, counterfeiters aren’t always so careful 
with the ‘About’ or ‘FAQ’ pages. Check these sections 
and make sure you look at the delivery details and 
note where the company is based; does it match up 
with the designer dress company’s details? Also, look 
at the delivery options – less reputable sites won’t 
bother with this. 

Check the web address Impersonation of a brand’s 
website and what is referred to as ‘cybersquatting’ are 
on the rise. When doing an initial search for the brand 
name, check the link and look out for spelling mistakes 
on both the website and the URL address. If the 
address begins with https://, the‘s’ tells you it’s a secure 
site. Some of the big brands have dedicated pages 
on their websites so consumers can check whether a 
seller is authorised.

Return and Privacy Policies These should be clear if it’s 
a reputable site. If the dress doesn’t fit or is damaged, 
you will need to send it back – a bona fide seller 
should provide an option of how to cancel and where 
to return goods. Counterfeiters won’t usually invest the 
time to craft a clear, strong privacy policy, so if there 
isn’t one on the website, be warned. 
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Discover the perfect setting for your dream wedding.
Inclusive packages from £6,950 available now. For further
information or to book a show round, visit 
leedscastleweddings.com

“The Loveliest Castle In the World”
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Mobile Dress Boutique
www.OfficialBridesmaid.co.uk

tel: 07801 499110
cheryl@officialbridesmaid.co.uk

Serving ESSEX & Surrounding Areas.

We bring it to you! 1. Book a party. 2. Gather friends. 3. Choose the dress. 4. Choose your colour. 

Christine 
of Shenfield 
Beautiful clothes 
or all occasions

Stunning outfits and 
co-ordinating accessories 
for the Mother of the Bride, 
Groom and wedding guests

Ispirato, Sonia Pena, 
Michael H, Gina Bacconi, 
Libra and Georgedé.

Hats by Richard Design 
and Calla Rosa Design. 

Co-ordinating shoes and bags 
by Renata, Brenda Zaro 
and Mary G.

Casual smart wear by 
Frank Lyman,  Apanage, 
Passport, Sahara, Gelco, 
Back Stage, Lucia, 
Faber, Sahara and 
bags by Abbacino.

Expert alteration service available to 
ensure your purchase is the perfect fit.

144 Hutton Road, 
Shenfield, Essex CM15 8NL 

01277 210626
www.christineofshenfield.co.uk | info@christineofshenfield.co.uk        

christineofshenfield.co.uk        
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Spanish bridal fashion house Jesus Peiro launches its 
fabulous 2015 collection this month. ‘Perfume’, the 90 
piece collection designed by Merche Segarra, takes 
inspiration from, and pays homage to, the delicacy, 
individuality and uniqueness of a fragrance. Alongside 
the pieces, the brand has created its very own perfume – 
‘Jesus Peiro’ - to complement the stunning collection and 
add an enchanting affection in its 26th year.

Dresses that open into full ball gowns from the waist 
with cartridge pleating, streamlined proportion and 
symmetrical pleats provide exaggerated flare. Empire 
waists are made softer through lighter structures. The 
updated, dramatic mermaid cut delivers a lighter, more 
contemporary twist on big volume style. 

Traditional ivory complemented by a chalk white hue 
accentuated with embroidery and embellishments 
including Cabochons create a vintage feel, and a touch 
of amber reflects the collection’s fragrant inspiration. 
Chantilly lace used alone and in combination with other 
materials creates new shapes whilst tulle in distinct finishes 
creates a charming, romantic effect offering fluidity to 
each design. 

Designed and made in Spain, Jesus Peiro has become an 
iconic fashion label for the modern bride looking to make 
an individual style statement with a unique, impeccable 
gown.  

Prices start from £1,500.  For further information or stockist 
details visit: www.jesuspeiro.com

Soft, smooth, romantic silhouettes,,, 

STOCKISTS:

Hitchin: MORGAN DAVIES, 31, Sun Street, Hitchin SG5 1AH  
Tel. 01462 432889

Newmarket, Suffolk: LARA B, 5 Rous Road, Newmarket CB8 8DH 
Tel. 01638 561 770

London: MORGAN DAVIES, 25 Agdon Street,London EC1V 0AZ  
Tel. 020 7253 3007

‘Jesus Peiro’, created by Daniel Joiser...
combines citric notes – lemon, oranges, 
Italian bergamot and mandarin from Sicily 
– with intense cardamom, a sweet touch of 
caramel and the strength of musk to offer 
a fresh, sparkly, elegant and contemporary 
scent perfect for any bride.  



bridal
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‘Arabella’ wedding 
dress, £299

‘Kate’ wedding 
dress, £380

100% silk 
wedding shrug, £99

‘Florence’ bolero, £99

‘Florence 
’wedding dress, 

£380

Vintage inspiration...
From Grecian inspired shaping to lace, 
embroidery, silk and handmade beaded trims, 
Damsel in a Dress specialise in crafting a slim, 
sophisticated silhouette. Cover up in a bolero or 
shrug for the ultimate chic bridal style...

Famed for their occasion wear, Damsel in a dress 
also offers an extensive collection of floor length 
dresses suitable for bridesmaids and guests alike. 
The wedding collection is exclusively available in 
sizes UK6-16 from www.damselinadress.co.uk



BRIDESMAIDS |  PAGE BOYS |  FLOWER GIRLS
PROM DRESSES |  EVENING WE AR |  JEWELLERY 

Stockists of
JLM Occasions, Jasmine including Belsoie and 

B2, True Bride Essentials, Eliza and Ethan, 
Special Day and Angel B.

www.justbridesmaids.co.uk

020 8886 6604
Feel free to pop-in throughout the day 

or call to make a one-to-one appointment  
Wednesday - Sunday. Evenings by arrangement.

Email: info@justbridesmaids.co.uk

30 Cannon Hill, Southgate N14 6LG

  
 

15 Bull Plain, Hertford, SG14 1DX    01992 583 705
www.dressinloveweddings.co.uk www.perfectmoon.co.uk

Come and browse our beautiful gowns.  
Try them on and spin and swish around.  

Your dream dress could be right here waiting for you.

and

Dress in Love is very proud to announce our collaboration with Perfectmoon,  
a unique honeymoon and destination wedding planning service. 

Whether you are daydreaming about a tropical island, a big city or an adventure 
with your little ones, we’ll plan a truly memorable honeymoon.

Exquisite service and attention to detail... 
it’s a match made in Heaven



01707 270675 |  info@weddinghouse.co.uk
www.weddinghouse.co.uk

Specialists in venue decoration from simple 
table displays to stunning venue styling
Let us co-ordinate your tables and venue to 

your colour scheme and your styleBridal boutique exclusively dedicated to curvy and 
plus-size brides. To book a private appointment please call 

01277 369908 / 07412 523349
www.curvesandcouture.co.uk

Call for a free consultation
07864 019920

www.natashamakeupandhair.com

Email:info@natashamakeupandhair.com

Natasha Hasenkopf Make up and Hair

Natasha Hasenkopf
Make-up and Hair



Working directly with the designers, rather than a 
manufacturer, your dress can be personalised to 
help you achieve your dream bespoke look and will 
be made from natural fibres; fine silks, soft lace and 
beautiful satins. Every dress is hand selected for its 
intricate detailing and exquisite design. Once your 
dress is ready, you will be invited back to the boutique 
where the in-house, fully qualified seamstress will attend 
your fitting appointment to make sure that your gown is 
altered to be a perfect fit.  

Every “In Love” bride will be 
offered a complimentary styling 
appointment where you can 
come back, have a glass of 
bubbly and find those finishing 
touches to complete your 
wedding day look together with 
the attendance of a hair and 
make-up artist, if required. You’ll 
also receive a personal ‘Dress 
in Love’ portfolio with all the 
important information about 

your dress. For your peace of mind, free dress insurance 
to a value of up to £1,000, will cover you from the day 
of your deposit until you walk down the aisle. A dress 
cleaning and boxing service to preserve your dress 
for years to come is also available. Prices range from 
£1,000-£2,000 and samples are available in sizes 8-16. 

“Come dress yourself in love and let the journey begin” 
by visiting: www.dressinloveweddings.co.uk 
telephone: 01992 583705 or  
email: hello@dressinloveweddings.co.uk  

Dress in Love Weddings 15 Bull Plain, Hertford, SG14 1DX

* Francesca Da Rimini
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A silver sixpence in the bride’s shoe is a traditional 
good luck wedding gesture symbolising prosperity, love 
and happiness and it’s just one of the ways Hertford’s 
newest bridal boutique , Dress in Love Weddings shows 
you how much they care. 

The brainchild of Lindsay Everett, whose own wedding 
dress shopping was stressful and spoilt by uncaring 
assistants, set out to make a difference. Her 20 years’ 
experience in luxury retail in London’s finest stores left 
her perfectly placed.  Her passion, coupled with the 
belief that “Shopping for your 
wedding dress should be fun, 
exciting, memorable, stress 
free and an intrinsic part of 
the build-up and excitement 
to your big day”, saw her open 
her doors in May this year. 

The bright, spacious, air 
conditioned boutique plays 
host to some of the most 
gorgeous gowns designed and 
created in the UK by award-
winning British designers including Alan Hannah (Mia 
Mia), Sassi Holford (So Sassi) and Ivory & Co. You’ll be 
spoilt for choice at your exclusive viewing appointment 
and able to take all the time you need to find the dress 
of your dreams. Finishing touches from Ivory & Co Tiaras 
and The Couture Veil will help you complete your look. 

“And we were dressed 
from head to toe in love...
the only label that never 
goes out of style.” 

Sex and the City*

bridal



Clare BRIDAL STUDIO 
DESIGNER WEDDING GOWNS, SHOES & ACCESSORIES 

www.clarebridalstudio.co.uk 
01787 279059 

MOOT HALL  .  CLARE  .  SUFFOLK CO10 8NH 

TERRY FOX 

VILLAIS 

CLAIRE PETTIBONE 

MIA SOLANO 

LOU LOU 

ORIGINAL VINTAGE 

Your Lady Toastmaster 
Turning your day into a dream day

Treating you and your guests with the utmost respect, 
kindness and calm. Leaving nothing to chance 

I will ensure your day runs as you wish. 
I will be there for you! 

01268 554136
yourladytoastmaster@outlook.co.uk

www.ladyweddingtoastmaster-essex.co.uk

Krystyna Thompson

JOHN STREET, 
ROYSTON, HERTS SG8 9BE   

Telephone: 01763 244073  
   moc.snoihsafmaerc.www

For that special occasion
MOTHER OF THE BRIDE SPECIALIST - EXTENSIVE STOCK AVAILABLE

MATCHING HATS AND FASCINATORS • SHOES & BAGS AVAILABLE
SIZES 10 - 26 • FREE ALTERATION SERVICE

Lingerie from Fantastie, Charnos, Lepel, After Eden, Royce, Triumph & Bodywrap (cup sizes AA - H) 

Condici • Mireia • Carina • Cabotine • Ann Balon • Gold • Libra • Presen • Gina Bacconi • Ispirato 
• Ian Stuart • John Charles • Dress Code • Personal Choice • Zeila
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Just imagine if you could find the individual elements for 
the wedding of your dreams, all in one place, at a price 
you could afford. Your search is over. 

A specialist group of local bridal businesses have joined 
forces to create a truly unique wedding experience, 
offering creative and passionate advice about your 
special day in a welcoming, warm and friendly 
environment. A haven for inspiration,  Martels Business 
Village, based in Barnston, is the newest  ‘one stop 
wedding shop’, offering a fresh, simple approach to 
finding everything you need to make your day magical. 
They’re award winners on your doorstep. 

The brainchild of Karen Lambert and Samantha Turner, 
specialist wedding planners and owners of the local 
wedding industry’s informal network, Eventnet -The Essex 
Events Company, this dynamic duo invited suppliers they 
had met in their wedding planning challenges to bring 
busy brides what they really want - a stress-free, magical 
day to cherish for ever. 

Recently crowned winners of the UK’s “Most Popular 
Wedding Planners” in the ‘Wedding Industry Expert 
Awards 2014’ for their tireless work, impeccable attention 
to detail, unique tailored solutions  and 30 years combined 
experience in wedding planning, Karen and Samantha 
have now opened their doors to share their connections.  
Teaming up at Martels Business Village are: 

Martels Bridal Boutique - discounted samples of on-trend 
wedding dresses and hand-picked, pre-loved dresses – all 
of which you can purchase and take away that day. A 
selection of prom, bridesmaid and mother-of-the bride 
outfits too.

Heart & Soul Cakes – Fellow “Wedding Industry Expert 
Awards 2014” winners offer bespoke, designer wedding 
cakes that not only look stunning but taste delicious. 
Special dietary requirements catered for including  
gluten-free. 

Sono Belli Beauty – for all your bridal needs from nails, 
spray tans, inch-loss wraps, skin care advice, detox and 
much more.  

KLW Music Agency - live musicians ranging from solo 
violinists to large party bands to add a wonderful 
atmosphere and keep everyone on the dance floor as 
you dance the night away.  

Evolution Events, Discos, and Inflatables –for all your 
entertainment needs from discos and DJs to lighting, 
sound systems, dance floors, LED sparkling lighting, bars 
and furniture, bouncy castles and marquees.   

TM Catering Hire - suppliers of glassware, cutlery, crockery, 
ovens and other kitchen equipment for your wedding 
celebrations. 

Premier Crew Hospitality – from canapés to 7 
course dinners, hog roasts to fine dining, bars 
and BBQs, can offer help with all catering 
options.  

Chair Covers for Celebrations - creative chair 
covers and unusual sashes to match any colour 
scheme work closely with Elegant Events by 
Denise to decorate and provide flourishing 
finishing touches.  

Eventnet - award winning wedding planners  
to help you on your way to the small and 
intimate or large and sophisticated celebration 
of your dreams. 

  

 Dreams are made of this...

To make your appointment, 

visit: www.martelsbusinessvillage.co.uk, 

call: 01371 871969, or 

find them on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/MartelsBusinessVillage 

Martels Business Village, High Easter Road,  
Barnston, Essex CM6 1NA 
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beauty

Home away from home...
on the morning of your 
wedding or the perfect  
‘Honeymoon Takeaway’, Halo’s 
range of handy ‘handbag 
essential ‘wipes smell good 
and keep you fresh and ready 
for action. Not only functional, 
they look fabulous too!

Stay fresh all day long with 
Halo Deodorant Wipes (99p); 
cleanse and refresh, while 
providing effective deodorant 
protection. The non-sting lotion 
is perfect for underarms and 
leaves no white marks. 

Eye Make-up Remover Pads 
(£1.99): these fragrance free 
wipes banish panda-eyes, are gentle on your skin yet tough 
enough to remove even waterproof mascara! Genius! 

Handy Hygienic Wipes (99p):  offer antibacterial protection 
and contain an added moisturiser so they leave your hands 
fabulously fresh, clean and moisturised… you’ll love them too!

Toilet & Surface Wipes (99p): with an anti-bacterial 
formulation that protects against germs and are ideal for use 
on any non-porous surface that needs a good, quick clean!

Moist Toilet Tissue (99p): This mild chamomile formula leaves 
you feeling fresh and clean, and the subtle yet handbag-
worthy packaging means you can carry them with 
confidence.

Each pack contains 10 wipes and are available at Boots, 
Sainsburys, Spar, Superdrug and Tesco

Slim-Fast!
Bride-to-be, bridesmaid, mother of the bride, groom or part 
of the wedding party - you’ll want to look your stunning best 
for the Big Day. 

The flexible and delicious Slim-Fast  3.2.1 
plan allows you to enjoy three snacks a day 
under 100 calories, 2 meal replacement 
bars or shakes and one 600 calorie meal 

(800 for men), ensuring you maintain a 
healthy diet. Instead of worrying about 
your figure, join the Slim-Fast 3.2.1 plan 
and say “goodbye” to being camera shy, 
and get back to the important part of 
planning your wedding outfit. 

If you’re a coffee fan and want a twist, 
you’ll love the latest yummy addition to 
the Slim Fast range. The new MOCHA 
shake joins the already popular Vanilla, 
Strawberry and Café Latte drinks which 
are perfectly convenient when you’re on 
the go...

To find out more visit: www.slimfast.co.uk

NEW Primavera® 7-Days-
Radiance Treatment
High-quality organic skincare brand 
Primavera® has announced the 
launch of an innovative, brand-
new anti-ageing product to help 
skin appear younger, restored and 
rejuvenated – in just seven days.

Primavera®’s Revitalizing 7-Days-
Radiance Treatment contains 

gentle yet powerful 
ingredients to 

restore a youthful 
glow to tired, 
lacklustre skin. 
This pack of 
seven little 

wonder capsules 
is packaged in a gorgeous tin, perfect for taking on holiday, 
and suitable for hand luggage.

Each capsule contains a wealth of goodness for skin in need 
of some TLC; the power of organic rose and pomegranate 
oils combine to bring a range of benefits to the skin that 
may have become dry, lined and dull. Rose oil boosts the 
production of collagen and elastin, restoring suppleness and 
giving skin a firmer appearance. It’s also high in Vitamin E 
to nourish skin, Vitamin A to delay the signs of ageing and 
radiance-boosting Vitamin C! The power of pomegranate 
heals, protects and provides moisture to smooth lines and 
wrinkles, as well as offering a soothing solution to minor 
skin irritations and inflammation.  A range of other potent 
ingredients include organic grape kernel oil, which supports 
skin structure and is high in the antioxidants essential 
for healthy skin, while organic jojoba oil nourishes and 
moisturises to promote a radiant and glowing complexion. 

Available from www.primaveralife.co.uk or good online/ high 
street independent health and beauty stores nationwide.

Scents of summer...
Searching for summer’s new signature scent?  Try one of 
Crabtree-Evelyns’ feminine floral scents to wear this summer.

New for 2014, the delicate and tranquil scent of transparent, 
wild island flowers gently mingling with luscious citrus notes, 
alongside a marine accord to conjure up the feeling of long 
relaxing days on tropical hideaways...Caribbean Island Wild 
Flowers Eau de Toilette is appropriate to 
wear, through even the hottest summer 
From the enticing scent of Italian freesia, 
cyclamen and muguet, blended with 
Italian orange, crisp pear and noble amber 
in an elegant fruity-floral composition, 
you’ll fall in love with Florentine Freesia 
Flower Water. 

Pear and Pink Magnolia brings you 
the enticing aroma of fresh, juicy 
pear blended with the delicate 
floral notes of pink magnolia, 
jasmine and osmanthus. This 
modern feminine floral scent is 
suitable to wear day and night and 
promises reminders of the cherished 
riches of the natural world. 

To view the range, please visit: 
www.crabtree-evelyn.co.uk
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Bespoke hen party book...
This year’s must-have gift for blushing brides-to-be is 
a bespoke hen party memory book from design and 
production company, Illustries. A bestseller within the 
Illustries collection of unique wedding books, prints and 
keepsakes, the customisable hardback book features 
40 pages of beautifully designed hen party inspiration. 
Pages include a guest sign-in section, game suggestions, 
thoughtful prompts to get the party started, ‘Wishes for 
the Bride’, ‘Maid of Honour Awards’, a ‘Don’t tell the Bride 
quiz’, ‘She’ll make him wait or she won’t be late’ betting 
game, the ‘Hen Doodle’, the ‘Gossip on Mr Right’, quotes 
and Hen Party Terms & Conditions, as well as plenty of 
space for photos and personal messages from family and friends.

Available in a choice of mint green or dusky pink and two different cover titles – ‘A bit 
of a hen do’ and ‘One last thing before the ring’ – the books are the perfect solution 
to help brides cherish unforgettable memories in the run up to their big day or make 
a gorgeous gift from bridesmaids and hens. Priced at £24.95 plus P&P, the books are 
available to order online from: www.illustries.com 

Balloons with a twist...
Making someone special smile just took a very unique twist with Balloon 
Baboon, which sends distinctive balloon sculptures across the UK. Think of a 
balloon dog; add more imagination, balloons, and twists and you’ll get balloon 
flower bouquets, characters, animals and even the odd life-size man or car! 

Balloon Baboon started in 2010 with one simple balloon flower bouquet. Now 
the range includes little balloon people, a zoo full of animals, superheroes, 

cartoon characters and wearable sculptures. Sent with a 
personalised message on a weighted base, the range of 

possibilities is endless. Visit: www.balloonbaboon.co.uk

Balloon flower display, £17.95 + delivery

Balloon Handheld Flower Bouquet, £17.95 + delivery

Romantic Man, (14 inches high), £12.95 + delivery 

emporium

Fabric Heart Wall Stickers
Transform your venue with a set of 56 patterned repositionable fabric heart wall stickers 
that are ready to just peel off and apply. Spin Collective fabric heart wall stickers are 
made from a matt eco-friendly woven fabric that will stick to any smooth surface. 

With a slight fabric texture even the worst 
crinkles can be smoothed out during 
application. Can be repositioned many 
times and used again. Just peel off and 
apply. Made from: Polyester woven fabric 
(PVC free). Ref: FAB006 Set size 70cm x 
70cm (each heart varies between 5cm and 
15cm wide). £26.00 available online from:  
www.spincollective.co.uk

Newlywed personalised beach duo...
A truly wonderful wedding gift, these traditionally hand woven 
in Turkey, stylish and personalised Hammam beach towels 
are ideal for travelling as they take up very little space. More 
absorbent, bigger and lighter than classic towels, they are 
perfect for swimming pools, beaches, sports or as a sarong. 
Create your honeymoon duo by personalising the towels with 
your chosen embroidery. Please, note that as it is done specially 
for you, this item is not refundable. Made from pure natural 
cotton, the towels are machine washable and measure 100 
x 170cm. The set of 2 towels are available in denim blue for 
him, fuchsia for her.  Priced at £69 + P&P with an optional gift 
wrapping service, the towels are available online at:  
www.villeetcampagne.co.uk

Picture perfect Photo Booth 
wedding props...
This vintage style photo booth props 
kit will set the scene for your wedding 
celebrations. The pack consists of 10 
props, including quirky hair, glasses, 
moustaches and a chalkboard speech 
bubble. Guaranteed to create a bit of 
fun! Approx size of each prop 25 cm. 
Price: £7.50 + P&P from  
www.hamptonblue.co.uk
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The world’s best loved candle... YANKEE CANDLE
Introduce layered lighting to your reception with tall candles mixed 
with colourful votive holders to create a magical setting which 
smells divine. With sophisticated blends of floral and subtle fruits, 
‘WEDDING DAY’ is perfect for brides wanting to ensure that their 
happy memories can be relived, again and 
again. 

For the full range of Yankee candles array 
of beautiful fragrances and colourful table 
accessories, visit: www.yankeecandle.co.uk

Large pillar £17.99

Large jar candle £19.99

Ring the changes...
This cute little luxury leather ring box jewellery case could be the perfect travel 
accessory for your Big Day jewellery storage needs. Designed to be easily portable, it 

can be popped into a hand bag pocket, or fit snugly into a 
compartment within Stow’s larger travel jewellery case for 
daily use or longer trips. Available in a range of delicious 
on trend jewel colours, it includes Stow’s signature secret 
stowaway leather envelope and is available from: 

 www.stowlondon.co.uk

Amber ring box & stowaway, £95.00

Rose pink ring box with natural interior, £95.00

Love at first sight...
The Silhouette heart 
shaped, Titan 
Minimal rimless 
frames are not only 
ultralight, but utterly 
bespoke. Shape, 
size and colour of the 
lenses can be picked 
out and created with an 
eye care professional for a 
totally unique look on your 
wedding day.  
To find out more, visit:  
www.silhouette.com

Silhouette Icon Minimal Art Frames, 
£200

Silver Love Heart iconic sweet 
token to treasure... 
Looking for the perfect gift for 
your loved one? Well you have 
just found it! Prezzybox are proud 
to present the Silver Love Heart. 
This is not only a beautiful gift but a 
keepsake that can be treasured for ever. The Love 
Heart is silver plated and carries the special words “I LOVE 
YOU”. An exact replica of the Love Heart sweet that we all 
enjoy, it is a perfect wedding day gift or even when you 
pop the question! It’s just the sweetest gift ever – excuse the 
pun! Dimensions: Love Heart: Diameter - 2cm, Depth - 0.4cm, 

Box: 7.5cm x 7.5cm x 1cm (approx). 
(Sweets not included).  Priced at 
£16.95 + P&P and available from: 
www.prezzybox.com

emporium

Grow Your Own Chocolate 
Scented Flowers...
Everyone loves flowers, and there’s 
nobody on the earth who doesn’t 
love chocolate – so what could be a 
better combination than flowers and 
chocolate?  Grow Your Own Chocolate 
Scented Flowers grows daisies that smell 
just like chocolate!  These chocolate 
scented daisies show just how much 
you love the recipient AND taking a little 
extra care of nature. The kit contains: 2 
x Packets of Chocolate Daisy Seeds, 4 x 
Coconut Husk Starter Pots, 4 x Coconut 
Husk Compost Discs which expand when 
watered, 4 x Wooden Plant Markers. 
Dimensions: 11.7 x 11.7 x 11.7cm. Priced 
at £9.95 + P&P, the kit is available online 
at: www.prezzybox.com

Do you love someone enough to give  
them your last Rolo?
Well you don’t actually have to, but you can still show how 
much they mean to you! This lovely ‘My Last Rolo’ Sterling 
silver Love Token. is officially endorsed by Nestle and 
exclusively made in England to the dimensions of the 
actual chocolate Rolos! It comes in its own uniquely 
designed, ribboned gift box to add that extra sparkle. 
Apart from a small hollow in the centre of the Rolo, 
this item is made purely of solid Sterling Silver and 
boasts a full Sterling Silver Hallmark. £69 + P&P and 
available from www.prezzybox.com
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Make sure your big day is all smiles... 
Weddings are stressful! Ever changing 
guest lists, pushy planners and endless 
‘Wedmin’ can all lead to one very 
unhappy bride-to-be.  But fear not; 
Enlighten Smiles have at least one 
thing covered...your perfect wedding 
photos, complete with that all 
important bright white smile!    Enlighten 
Duo Care is a fuss free serum and 
toothpaste duo that can safely give you 
beautiful white teeth.  

With more than thirteen years dental 
industry experience, Enlighten Smiles have 

formulated the perfect combination of both teeth whitening and stain removal for that 
picture perfect smile.  In addition, the high gloss, nano-repair system, gives protection 
and actually strengthens your teeth. Unlike other brands, you can have peace of mind 
that you not only will you have a flawless, glistening smile, but also that your teeth are  
fully protected. 

Enlighten DuoCare includes an Evo White toothpaste to be used in the morning, and a 
Tooth Serum to be used at night, a revolutionary nano-repair paste, which gets to work 
filling in micro damaged enamel while you sleep. 

Enlighten DuoCare is £20 or £12 for each and available from www.enlightensmiles.com 

Hair repair on the move...
With a passion for empowering beautiful transformations, the original Moroccanoil 
Treatment revolutionised the hair care industry. The antioxidant infused, nutrient 
rich, innovative formulas are unmatched and provide dramatic results  
whilst providing essential nourishment and maintaining your style. 

The Moroccanoil Moisture and Repair Travel Kit includes: Moroccanoil  
Treatment 25ml, Moroccanoil Moisture Repair Shampoo and  
Moroccanoil Moisture, Repair Conditioner 70ml, Moroccanoil  
Luminous Hairspray Strong 75ml, all suitable for colour treated hair.  
Priced at £31.85, the handy kit comes in a stylish turquoise and white  
faux crocodile pouch and is available online at:  
www.feelunique.com or for your local salon stockist  
visit: www.moroccanoil.co.uk to see the full range.

Wedding day jitters...
There is so much to be done and so many people to please in the run up to a wedding 
that it is no wonder brides-to-be often feel overwhelmed when organising their big 
day. As the pressure builds,  the ‘happiest time of your life’ can feel more like a living 
nightmare. As a well-known indicator of how the body feels inside, our skin is often the 

first place to show the effects of a demanding busy 
life. This can lead to dry, rough, uneven, dull-looking 
skin – not the wedding day look you will be aiming 
for! Be cool, calm and collected on your wedding 
day with RESCUE Cream and RESCUE REMEDY...

RESCUE Cream is an intensive moisturiser designed 
to hydrate and soothe dry, sensitive or rough skin 
to restore it to its natural condition and ensure that 
brides look their best for the all-important wedding 
photographs. RESCUE Cream contains the same 
Bach™ Original Flower Essences in Rescue Remedy, 
with the addition of the cleansing remedy Crab 
Apple. Perfume, lanolin and paraben free, RESCUE 
Cream - 30ml £5.90, 50ml £8.05 

Don’t let those wedding jitters get in the way and say 
“I do” with RESCUE REMEDY by your side. RESCUE REMEDY is a combination of five Bach Original 
Flower Remedies (Star of Bethlehem, Clematis, Impatiens, Rock Rose and Cherry Plum). Specially blended, it can be used 
anytime, anywhere and is suitable for all the family. Keep on top of your big day with RESCUE REMEDY. Available in a 
spray (£9.20) and a dropper (£6.90 for 10ml and £9.20 for 20ml) from Boots, Holland & Barrett, independent pharmacies, 
health food stores, grocery stores nationwide or online www.amazon.co.uk

For more information, please visit:  www.rescueremedy.co.uk

Stress busters...



Vintage & Traditional 
Bridal Hair

www.luxurioushairandbeauty.com
07853 950 308

luxurious@luxurioushairandbeauty.com
Quote ABMAG for my Special Offers!
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Challenging chairs...
Love your chosen venue but hate their chairs?  Make them 
disappear without breaking the bank and use their new 
found beauty to make a statement. Used effectively, chair 
décor will transform the ugliest seat to a thing of beauty. 
Dressed to reflect your personality, style and theme, colour 
variations are endless and show your guests how much 
you care.  

As this art form comes of age, creative talent can be 
seen in every bow, swag, wrap or hood. Adorned with 
jewels, diamante, beads, buckles, pearls, opulent pleats, 
ruffles, 2 sash bows or ruffles, mixed colourways used in 
alternate rows or chairs dressed with complementary 

colours, shimmer and sheer...the 
possibilities are only limited by your 
imagination. Bring on the bling...

Flair for Chairs, a family run 
business, based in Kent, will ensure 
your wedding venue decor 
and reception looks every bit as 
wonderful as you.  They will supply 
and fit chair covers and sashes, on 
a hire basis, to create a beautifully 
dressed venue to wow your 
guests! The initial consultation is no 
obligation and completely free of 
charge. 

A wide range of table 
centrepieces and wishing trees 
are also available for hire, 
including the Manzanita wishing 
tree, which offers a wonderfully 
unique alternative to the classic 
guestbook and looks beautiful 
in any room.  Prices (which 

include set up and 
collection) start 
from £2.50 per 
chair for covers 
and sashes and 
from £3.00 for table 
decor. 

They’ll prove 
they’ve got you 
covered, as you 
could even hire a 
beautiful pearlised 
ivory umbrella/
parasol (£4.00), to 
keep the sun off, 

shelter from a shower, or just use it as a fabulous finishing 
touch. 

To bring the magic to your big day, dress your chairs to 
impress. Visit:  www.flairforchairs.co.uk or telephone Kirsty 
on 07856 705405

beauty
With all eyes and every camera lens focused on you, you’ll 
want to look and feel your absolute best on your wedding 
day. Treat yourself to a professional hair and make-up 
artist and see the results. Let your beauty shine through...

A professional make-up artist knows exactly what colours 
and techniques are needed to enhance your best 
features, suit your face shape, hide any flaws and use 
products with enough pigment to eliminate the draining 
effect of flash photography that will last, with no creases or 
smudges. They will also get to know your normal make-up 
style and create a look that you’ll still recognise as you! 

Having a trial is essential and allows you to explore your 
choices to achieve a radiant, polished look, making you 
camera ready and totally confident in how you’re going to 
look on THE day. 

Blushing Bride ♥ by HCT has a team of specialist hair 
and make-up artists across the South-East with years 

of experience and a passion for their work, who pride 
themselves on not only their expertise, but their role as 
your wedding assistants on the day. Offering bridal hair, 
make-up and a wide range of beauty treatments tailored 
for bridal parties and brides. they work using high quality 
products including MAC, Chanel, Benefit, Illamasqua and 
Dermalogica as well as the very latest hair equipment 
from Cloud9. 

Award winning Managing Director, Vanessa Rose’Meyer 
appreciates how important it is to keep updating styles 
and techniques, so you’ll be on trend and in safe hands. 
Her hand-picked team have the knowledge, skill, 
outstanding client service and qualifications you would 
expect from a MAC PRO member and a tutor at The 
Beauty Academy in London. 

To find out more, visit: www.hctbeauty.com or 

telephone:  07958 626291

Don’t be camera shy...



photography

Camera-shy brides can restore their inner Diva and 
build confidence for their wedding day in front of the 
camera by putting in a little bit of practice in advance. 
Confident, photogenic lovelies can release their “inner 
goddess” and get THE iconic shot of their dreams. 
AND....have fantastic fun along the way, embracing 
the hottest Burlesque trend!

Body issues will no longer be a concern once you’ve 
seen just how amazing you can really look in a 
photograph. No more wishing the photo had never 
been taken - (remember the ‘No Make -Up Selfie’ we all 
endured in the name of a good cause?) 

Red Bow Boudoir is a leading boudoir photography 
studio in the UK. Established in 2010 and owned by 
Alison White LSIGFP, a professional and experienced 
female boudoir photographer. Featured in Take a Break 
and The Daily Mail, who described them as the “BEST 
Boudoir photography studio in the South of England”, 
Alison aims to inspire women 
to feel confident, producing 
high quality photography and 
tasteful, sophisticated images.

From her studio in Canterbury, 
Alison works with a team of 
qualified Makeup Artists and 
Hair stylists who will transform 
you into the confident, 
beautiful woman and 
goddess you are. (Even if, just 
sometimes, you don’t feel that 
way!)

Designed to suit ladies of all 
ages, shape and size, you 
just need to bring your sexy 
lingerie and enjoy being 
pampered. You’ll get the 
privacy you need to change 
into your outfit and the team 
will put you at ease. You may 
feel nervous, but rest assured 

you’ll be made to feel comfortable and relaxed; by 
the end of the shoot, you’ll have faced your fears and 
have an amazing portfolio. The hard bit will be drinking 
the bubbly and nibbles as you choose your favourite 
images! 

To find out more, visit: www.redbowboudoir.com or call 
Alison on: 01227 719185
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Face your 

Personalised, private photo shoots for women 
include:

• Boudoir Photography - flirty, sexy images for 
you or him 

• Bridal Boudoir - A gift for that very special 
man

• Makeover Photo Shoots - a confidence boost

• Glamour Photography - private shots for your 
eyes only

• Maternity Makeover Photography - capturing 
those special moments





                                                                
 

  
 
 

Peter Minney 
F.G.Int.P.T.     MCMI 

Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies 

Being a Fellow and an Executive of the Guild of 
International Professional Toastmasters Peter is 

focused on providing high-quality service and 
customer satisfaction - we will do everything we can 

to meet your expectations. 
If you think it’s expensive to hire a Professional 

Wait until you hire an Amateur 
"I've learned that people will forget what you 

said, people will forget what you did, but people 
will never forget how you made them feel. 

 
It is going to be one of the most memorable days of your 
life and even if you are counting the pennies, it is going to 
be worth appointing a Professionally Qualified 
Toastmaster to ensure that everything possible will be 
done to make it memorable for all the right reasons. 
Please check out our Web site, Facebook, Linkedin

Telephone 01245 472414    Mobile 07935 185354
Web: www.guildtoastmaster.com  email peterminney@onetel.com

Ladywell Lane, Sandon, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7AE
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Hylands House and Grand Pavilion near Writtle, set in 570 acres of tranquil, 
historic and landscaped parkland, is the jewel in the city of Chelmsford’s 
crown and Chelmsford City residents qualify for a discount on all wedding 
venue hires. If you host your ceremony and reception at Hylands, the 
venue will be exclusively yours from 10am until midnight on your wedding 
day. Venue hire charges include the services of the dedicated wedding 
team, hospitality staff, lighting and evening bar facilities. Reception-only 
hire is also available midweek from 4pm to midnight.  

This beautiful Grade II* listed, neo-classical mansion with its dreamy 
white Georgian façade and elegant pillars, has been licensed for civil 
wedding ceremonies since 1999. Offering an eclectic range of rooms 
and settings including the beautifully ornate Victorian Drawing Room 
and elegant Library, Hylands House provides exquisite backdrops for 
wedding ceremonies for up to 110  guests. 
Alternatively, for a smaller gathering, you 
may prefer the intimacy of the Georgian 
Small Dining Room.

Formal meals are taken in the impressive 
and magnificently restored, beautifully 
ornate Banqueting Room for up to 

80 guests, and the marble Entrance Hall 
and Grand Staircase provide the perfect 
backdrop for drinks and dancing at your 
evening reception. Informal buffets and 
seating can be offered from the adjoining 
Terrace Room.

The spectacular, new and contemporary 
Grand Pavilion, which opened its doors 
Christmas 2013, enjoys its own private 
outdoor area and provides simplicity and 
glamour for up to 250 guests for the wedding 
breakfast and up to 300 guests for the 
evening reception. Boasting the latest in 
style and sophistication, this is a magical and 

Prestigious new pavilion poised for your arrival...

impressive space for 
receptions, assuring 
you of timeless glamour 
in a spacious setting. 

 Ceri Lowen, Hylands’ 
Manager, is delighted 
with the new Grand 
Pavilion: “We’ve 
created a very 
modern space that sits 
perfectly next to the 
grandeur of Hylands 
House. The pavilion 
is ideal for large 
wedding parties and 

can be used alongside the more 
traditional rooms in the house for 
wedding ceremonies.”

Catering is provided by 
external suppliers approved 
by Chelmsford City Council. 
The friendly and professional 
wedding coordinators will guide 
you to the bespoke wedding 
of your dreams. To add to the 
glamour, beautiful resident 
horses can be booked to create 
an enchanting entrance for you 
and your wedding guests. Your 
carriage awaits!

To arrange an appointment 
email hylands@chelmsford.gov.
uk or call: 01245 605500  
www.chelmsford.gov.uk/hylands 



www.cliffordsestate.co.uk

Set in tranquil surroundings, with large 
outside areas, fountain and an avenue of 
mature trees. Our wedding coordinator 
and head chef will ensure your day is 
relaxed, happy and memorable.

• Wedding Receptions

• Civil Ceremonies

• Luxury Accommodation 

 
Little Channels is the ideal venue for slightly smaller 
civil ceremonies and wedding receptions. Situated in 
picturesque surroundings with a wonderful courtyard 
area providing a warm and friendly atmosphere. 
 
01245 362 210     
info@littlechannelsce.co.uk  
 
Little Channels, Pratts Farm Lane West,  
Little Waltham, Chelmsford  CM3 3PR 

 
Set in the grounds of Channels this converted farmhouse 
offers luxury accommodation including a bridal suite.

01245 441 547     info@channelslodge.co.uk 

Channels  
Lodge 

 

01245 440 005    
info@channelsce.co.uk  
 
Channels, Pratts Farm Lane East,  
Little Waltham, Chelmsford  CM3 3PT

The complete venue for memorable weddings

This beautifully restored  
17th century thatched  
Essex Barn is an idyllic  

venue for your special day. 

LYMPNE CASTLE

Arguably the venue with the best view in Kent
Lympne Castle  01303 267571
The Street, Lympne  info@lympnecastle.co.uk
Kent CT21 4LQ www.lympnecastle.co.uk

Wedding Fair - Sunday 21st September 2014
Free admission - 11am - 4pm

Open Day - Sunday 28th September 2014
Free admission - 11am - 4pm



competition

It’s true to say that Bridesmaids come in all sizes, ages 
and styles making it sometimes difficult for you to find  the 
right dresses to suit them all for your special day.  We have 
discovered a company called ‘OFFICIAL BRIDESMAID 
(www.officialbridesmaid.co.uk – 07801 499110) who 
specialise in bringing their ‘Mobile Party’, which is 
dedicated solely to bridesmaid dresses, to your home.

You and your bridesmaids can choose dress styles and 
colours from their extensive collection with over 100 
colours to choose from.  Your bridesmaids can try on as 
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How to enter
Simply post/email your full name, address, daytime 
telephone number along with your email address, 
telling us why you think you should win this prize. The 
competition is open from 1st September 2014 until 1st 
December 2014. 
Please send your entries to: Absolute Bridal 
Magazine,  
Unit 3, Old Park Farm Business Centre, Ford End, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM3 1LN  or 
email admin@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk 
The winner will be, in the presence of an 
independent observer, drawn on 3rd December  
2014 and informed by telephone or email.

*Terms and conditions apply: There will be no cash 
alternative available and the prize cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other promotion or special offer. 
The prize is subject to date availability and must be 
redeemed before 1st March 2015.  Prize parties within a 
25 mile radius of Chelmsford, Essex will be free and an 
additional fee will be charged for travel further afield, 
which will be agreed at the time of the initial booking. 

MOBILE BRIDESMAID
DRESS PARTY
FIVE to be won! 

MOBILE BRIDESMAID
DRESS PARTY
FIVE to be won! 

There is also an extensive range of accessories 
including dye-able shoes, jewellery and Pashminas in 
an array of matching colours to complete the look.

There are five ‘Bridesmaid Dress Parties’ to be won, 
which would normally cost £50 each. Each party 
consists of a 2 hour home visit.  You may also add a 
professional Hair Stylist to your party at the additional 
cost of £80 (Inc VAT).

Please visit the company’s website for Terms and 
conditions of Business (www.officialbridesmaid.co.uk) 

many styles and sizes needed (within the specified time) 
and where required, you can have the dresses customised 
and altered by their talented in-house seamstress.  What 
could be easier?
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Located five miles south of Ipswich and overlooking 
fabulous views of the estuary and marina, 
Woolverstone Hall, built in 1776 for William Berners by 
the architect John Johnson, is set in 80 acres on the 
banks of the River Orwell. This Grade I listed building 
is one of the finest examples of Palladian architecture 
in England and, throughout the week, home to the 
Ipswich High School for Girls. Glorious architecture, 
panoramic views and the grandeur will enchant you, 
promising spectacular photography and treasured 
memories.  

Available for exclusive venue hire on selected 
Saturdays throughout the year, this reputed seat 
of learning transforms to offer a spectacular and 
romantic setting for the wedding of your wildest 
dreams.  Licenses for civil ceremonies in all public 
rooms allow flexibility in both guest numbers and 
personal style. Accommodating up to 400 guests, the 
range of rooms, including the popular Leggett (75), 
Orangery (120), Billiards Room, Youngman or Orwell 
together with impressive entrance hall and reception 
provide the perfect backdrop allowing you to create 
a wonderful scene and warm ambience for your 
guests. The optional addition of a marquee is also 
available. Alternatively, if you would like to hold your 
wedding ceremony in the grounds of Woolverstone 
Hall, you can choose a traditional church service at the 
beautiful and ancient St 
Michael’s Church, just a 
short walk from the Hall. 

With no fixed packages, 
no fixed menus and no 
limitations, this idyllic 
location just needs your 
flair and imagination 
to paint the picture for 
your perfect day. Add 
in your personal style, 

trusted suppliers of choice, your family and friends and 
create an experience as individual as you are. 

To arrange your wonderful Woolverstone wedding 
contact Event Manager Barry Davies on 01473 201033,  
email: enquiries@woolverstonehall.co.uk or  
visit: www.woolverstonehall.co.uk

 

Too cool  
for school...
Too cool  
for school...

Woolverstone photos with thanks to  
Clifford Vale Photography  01473 425220 

www.cliffordvale.com



Rubello’s approach to styling is fresh, vibrant and innovative.  
We are passionate about what we do, so we have a hands-on 
approach to making your dream day perfect. 

From conception to completion, we work with you to turn your  
ideas into reality.

Rubello provides all of the essential elements for your wedding  
day, from handmade invitations, stationery and envelope boxes, 
to flowers, chair covers, backdrops, drapery, dance floors  
and lighting. 

Rubello Ltd
T: 01992 627680
M: 07949 519764
M: 07958 522787
info@rubello.co.uk

www.rubello.co.uk
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Allow yourself to indulge in luxury as you absorb the 
magnificence of this historical Jacobean Manor House; 
an exceptional combination where old tradition 
meets new, 21st century relaxed comfort, informal 
surroundings and impeccable service. Dating back to 
the 1400’s, Fanhams Hall, an Exclusive Venue Hotel, with 
its excellent transport links, is situated on the outskirts 
of Ware, Hertfordshire. Offering you glamour and style 
in a truly romantic setting, you’ll instantly feel at home 
as you immerse yourself amongst the stunning original 
features, open fireplaces and panoramic views. 

Licensed for both inside and outside ceremonies, 
whatever the season, the character and beauty of 
Fanhams Hall will put you and your guests at ease as 
you glide up the aisle to the man of your dreams and 
embark on your magical journey to the future, together. 

Boasting an array of romantic ceremony rooms and 
picturesque outdoor locations, you’ll be spoilt for 
choice. The majestic Great Hall complete with original 
minstrel’s gallery and gorgeous open fireplace, the 
Pavilion with its own 
terrace overlooking 
the lake or for a touch 
of grandeur,  the 
Long Gallery with 
hand carved oak 
panelling and ornate 
ceiling. Outside, the 
unique Grade II listed 
Japanese Tea House, named the ‘House of the 
Pure Heart’ or the Gazebo Lawn are both idyllic 
spots to whisper “I do” 

Twenty seven acres of manicured grounds, 
secluded areas, cool and shady corners, 
tumbling waterfalls, formal ponds, lakes, 
wonderful wisteria walks, views over terraces and 
croquet on the lawn will enchant your guests and 
create spectacular photographs and memories. 

Small and intimate or lavish and luxurious, you’ll 

raise your glasses in style at your wedding 
breakfast, enjoying your menu of choice, 
prepared to perfection by talented chefs, 
who will, using the freshest, local produce, 
guide you every step of the way. Dedicated 
wedding coordinators will help you add 
those quirky finishing touches that will 
make your day and spectacular evening 
celebrations, just like you -unique. 

To complete your perfect day, there are 
77 beautifully appointed bedrooms in the 

“Grow old with me!  
The best is yet to be.”

 Robert Browning

house and courtyard for you 
and your guests to slip away 
and your “best is yet to be” 
as husband and wife begins. 

To find out more about 
Exclusive wedding packages 
including the new ‘Whirlwind 
Wedding Package 2014-2015’ 

visit:  
www.ehvenues.com, call 
Sarah on: 01920 885211

Fanhams Hall, an Exclusive 
Venue, Fanhams Hall Road, 
Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 7PZ



A gorgeous country house in the most romantic setting.

Situated in 27 acres of picturesque gardens, Fanhams Hall Hotel is a Grade II listed
Jacobean manor house offering a rare balance of relaxed comfort, informal surroundings
and impeccable service. The house can be traced back to the 1400’s and with stunning
original features, lakeside views, open fireplaces and tumbling waterfalls, Fanhams Hall is
truly a match made in heaven.

PERSONAL AND BESPOKE WEDDINGS
Fanhams Hall Hotel  Fanhams Hall Road  Ware  Hertfordshire  SG12 7PZ  |  tel. +44 (0) 1920 460 511  |  www.ehvenues.com

A  MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN.. .

Match made in heaven_Layout 1  19/11/2013  11:23  Page 1





Adam Dixon-Smith reflects:  “Taking all we have learnt 
in the last ten years, we have spent the last four years 
planning the conversion of a redundant barn in the 
grounds of the historic Houchins Farm near Coggeshall. 
The converted barn will comfortably manage weddings 
for between 50 and 150 people.  Houchins will include 
trade-mark features including a roaring open fire and 
minstrels’ gallery. However, unlike Dove Barn, we are proud 
to announce that bridal and family accommodation will 
be provided in the stunning, recently refurbished grade 2* 
manor house, comprising of four suites and three further 
bedrooms.”

If you’d like to be one of the first couples to experience the 
delights of the newest venue in Coggeshall and Essex or to 
arrange a viewing, contact Jason on 01376-561448, email 
jason@houchins.co.uk or visit:  
www.houchins.co.uk

Houchins, Houchins Lane, Coggeshall, Essex CO6 1RT

venue
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New 
barn wedding 
venue for 
Coggeshall...

Getting married in a barn offers couples who love the 
‘great outdoors’ the chance to build on a number of 
on-trend styles for the wedding of their dreams. If you 
long for a rustic romance embracing country chic, 
sophisticated elegance or vintage charm, a barn 
provides the perfect backdrop. 

Houchins wedding venue, the vision of the highly 
successful Dove Barn’s owners, will open its doors 
to brides searching for that “special somewhere” 
in December 2014 and is now taking bookings for 
2015 weddings. Houchins, a Grade II* listed, timber 
framed property with attractive, handmade red 
plain tiles, built in 1590 has been lovingly restored to 
offer boutique self- catering accommodation for 
the bride, her family and friends.  In its grounds are 
the newly converted barns, refurbished to create 
a venue of distinction, complete with outdoor 
ceremony gazebo, formal garden landscaping and 
parking.

The new south west facing barn extension features oak 
and cedar boarding, a glorious glazed wall, covered 
links between the two buildings and the creation of an 
attractive terrace complete with outdoor seating. 

Running in conjunction with Dove Barn in Sudbury (hosts 
to more than 250 weddings over a ten year span), 
the team enjoy a low-key but enviable reputation for 
allowing their brides to organise their day to reflect their 
truly unique and personal style. With no “house style” 
to restrict you, you’ll be reflecting your taste, not theirs! 
If you’re looking for something special, a little different 
and a day that will stay with you long after the confetti 
has settled, discover Houchins, just outside Coggeshall. 
It promises to be “just a little bit different and the most 
friendly venue in Essex, making your wedding unique, 
homely and exclusive.” Backed by many local suppliers, 
already ‘tried and tested’ at Dove Barn, there will be lots 
of help with your planning too. 
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bay window with outstanding views across the valley, 
making it the perfect place to exchange vows.

Under the directorship of Head Chef Eve Tonner, the 
catering team will work their magic to bring delicious, 
homemade dishes using sustainable resources and 
locally sourced produce, including produce from the 
club gardens nurtured by Head Gardener Stephen, to 
your table. Bespoke menus and a wine list from around 
the world will tempt your taste buds and impress 
the most fickle diner.  Special dietary requirements 
including coeliac, dairy intolerance, nut allergies and 
diabetic are also available. 

Wedding coordinators, sisters Bronwen and Nell, 
with 30 years combined experience, know that your 
wedding day is uniquely special and are proud to 
make it unforgettable. With you every step of the way, 
they’ll offer advice on recommended local suppliers if 
required and be on hand to ensure that your day runs 
perfectly. 

venue

  Born out of  love... 
After the Second World War, it was extremely 
 difficult for professionally trained wives and  
mothers to continue their careers,  
particularly before the advent of playgroups.   St St 
Julian’s, originally built in the early  
nineteenth century as a family home by the  
Herries, was, in 1951, acquired by a group of  
families wanting to provide  nursery facilities,  
allowing local mothers to work if they  
wished. 1956 saw the birth of a Members’  
Club, which developed rapidly when the main outdoor 
swimming pool was opened in 1963. Over subsequent 
years, land acquisition and Trust status formation saw 
the club grow to some 78 acres. 

This elegant Georgian country house, with such family 
focussed beginnings is the perfect place for families 
that love to play and enjoy fine dining. St Julian’s 
Club, located in the heart of the Weald of Kent, 
surrounded by beautiful woodlands, is the perfect spot 
to exchange your vows in front of up to 110 of your 
dearest friends and family. Its distinctive relaxed, family 
friendly feel is warm and inviting; its elevated position 
affords glorious views from the flagstone terrace over 
the apple orchard, ornamental plots, kitchen gardens 
and beyond.  

Children are always welcome and free to explore and 
express themselves in the play area which includes 
swings, slides, playhouse, sand pit and an adventure 
playground together with an inside games room. 

Inside, three south facing rooms, complete with their 
original 19th century features include the old dining 
room which displays local artists’ work, and the 
spacious drawing room with beautiful marble fireplace, 
Steinway grand piano (available for your use) and long 
bay windows with double doors leading onto the lovely 
Victorian Conservatory where an incredible wisteria 
canopy blooms up to four times a year and smells 
divine. The smaller Gallery features a large alcove 

To find out more, visit: www.stjulians.co.uk,  

call Bronwen or Nell on: 01732 458261 or  

email: info@stjulians.co.uk

St Julian’s Club, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 0RX



St Julians Country Club is located in a beautiful manor 
house which was built in the early 1800’s. Tucked  
away behind Knole Park in Sevenoaks, the house sits 
in acres of beautiful gardens and woodland, and has 
outstanding views across the Medway Valley, creating an 
exceptional backdrop.

Our extensive grounds, spectacular views and eclectic 
mix of architecture give St Julians Club a delightful old-
world charm with a unique twist. Whether you’re enjoying 
our warm cosy spaces in the winter, or champagne on our 
terraces in warmer months, St Julians is an ideal location 
for your wedding.

For dinner, we can seat up to 60 guests in the Lounge, or up 
to 100 guests by using the adjoining Victorian Conservatory 
with its extraordinary canopy of wisteria. French doors 

open on to a private terrace for celebratory drinks and 
canapés before your meal, for which we provide a bespoke 
menu and accompanying pre-dinner drinks hand-picked by 
our sommelier. An evening reception with a live band or DJ 
adds the finishing touch to your day! 

We understand that your wedding day is uniquely special 
and we are proud to make it unforgettable for you and 
your guests.  Our wedding co-ordinators each have over 
15 years’ experience; one will be with you every step of the 
way and will be on hand to ensure that your day is flawless.  

01732 458261 • INFO@STJULIANS.CO.UK  

WWW.STJULIANS.CO.UK

St Julians Club

 THE PERFECT VENUE  
 FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY
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(the setting for wedding 
breakfasts, evening 
receptions and indoor 
ceremonies), helped 
make The Old Kent Barn 
Kent’s ‘Wedding Venue 
of the Year’ in 2012.

 Outside... Perfect for 
spring and summer 
weddings, you’ll 
exchange your vows 
under the elegant 
white wooden gazebo, 
approached by an 

aisle overarched by flower-entwined pergolas. Its elevated 
position allows your guests the chance to see everything 
whilst smart white canopies protect them from scorching 
sun or inclement weather.  In the words of Aerosmith, they 
“Don’t Want To Miss A Thing” and they’ll hear every word 
you whisper with the sophisticated sound system too! 

Inside...The chic New Tithe Barn with elevated stage set 
within this grand oak-framed barn complete with polished 
stone floor and starlit ceiling provides a magnificent 
backdrop to weddings all year round. Exposed timbers 
and high vaulted ceiling echo the spirit and the character 
of the original 200-year-old barn. 

Creative in-house catering offers a wide choice 
of menus ranging from a simple buffet or 
barbeque to a lavish five-course meal. Prepared 
from fresh, locally produced ingredients, you can 
also develop a menu specifically suited to your 
needs. Bar service is included in the venue hire 
charge. Firm links with many of Kent’s leading 
wedding suppliers will assure you that every little 
detail is perfect too.
The complementary, five star bridal suite, 
complete with king size sleigh bed and three 
en-suite double bedrooms, each with their own 
unique character and style, and glamorous  
solid oak staircase leading from the magnificent 
Hall, will round off your day in style. 

To find out more, visit:  
www.theold kentbarn.co.uk,  
telephone Event Managers, Claire Weedon or 
Emily Daly on: 01303 844270, or email them at: 
events@theoldkentbarn.co.uk

venue  Romance, luxury 

and style intertwine... 
If you’re searching for a contemporary, stylish and truly 
sophisticated location to say ‘”I do”, The Old Kent Barn, 
Swingfield, Kent is the perfect location. Oozing romance 
from every oak beam in the two magnificent, light and 
airy barns together with a stunning white gazebo, you’ll 
be able to add your own colour and style to create the 
wedding of your dreams. No stone has been left unturned 
with every last detail designed and considered to allow 
you to enjoy an effortlessly elegant ceremony and 
reception.  

This family run, privately owned and exclusively yours 
venue takes great pride in both the quality and warmth 
of service they provide, working tirelessly to ensure your 
wedding is perfect in every way; flawless, stress free 
celebrations are their forte. Nothing is rushed, allowing 
you the time to enjoy your wedding and share it with the 
people you love.  Small or large gatherings will feel equally 
at home, with capacity to cater for up to 150 
ceremony guests increasing to 250 for your 
evening reception.  

Standing in two acres of beautifully 
landscaped and manicured English rose 
gardens, mature chestnut trees and a 
glorious tree seat, amongst deep Kentish 
countryside, you’ll enjoy panoramic views. 
Pretty walkways, paved seating areas, neat 
box hedging and the magnificent New Barn 



Come and see us at 

our W
edding Show on 

Sunday 26th October

STAY
DEVOTED.

A wedding’s a truly happy occasion. We think paying the bill should be 
too. Wedding packages from £999.

£999 Package includes Civil Ceremony Room Hire, Buffet for 80 guests, 
Disco and bedroom with breakfast for Bride and Groom.

** Special Offer** by saving 20% on all our Wedding Packages for all Friday/
Sundays on 2014/2015 and Saturdays in January-April 2015.

Holiday Inn Maidstone-Sevenoaks
To book call 0871 942 9054 option 2
or visit www.himaidstonehotel.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply, new bookings  only. ©2014 IHG. All rights reserved. Most hotels 
are independently owned and  operated. STAY YOU® is a registered trademark of Six 
Continents Hotels, Inc.



Searching for 

48  Absolute Bridal magazine

Hadleigh, a beautiful and bustling market town in 
South Suffolk, situated next to the River Brett, is home 
to a variety of architectural styles that represent seven 
centuries, right in the heart of Constable countryside. 
Priory Hall, a stunning country house with Tudor origins, 
was extensively rebuilt in the 1930s and requisitioned by 
the Canadians during the Second World War.  Mr and 
Mrs Hilton, the current owners have undertaken major 
restoration of the house and gardens and it is now a 
very popular wedding venue, as well as a family home. 

Beautiful grounds
Licensed for ceremonies, Priory Hall is set amongst 
22 acres of beautiful grounds with English country 
and knot garden, lake, orchards, lawns and walled 
terrace, which are yours to enjoy for the day. Ample 
indoor areas for rain plans and spectacular trees 
offering shade make it the perfect place for a wedding 
reception. Lawns sweep to the lake and lavender lines 
the borders. Get married in the galleried Tudor Hall 
which accommodates up to 120 wedding guests, sip 
champagne in the gardens and then dine in the lake-
view marquee. In the evening you party back in the 
Hall. Best of all, you do it all your own way. If you’ve got 
the vision for your perfect day, let this Tudor treat show 
you how to put in the ‘WOW!’

Your day - your way
Flexibility is the key. You design your own day. No 
formula to follow, no ‘Keep off the Grass’ signs to 
adhere to, you’ll be free to create the day of 
your dreams.  Dining in a  customised marquee 
overlooking the lake which caters for up to 150 
diners and includes round and/or long tables, cream 
seated lime-washed chairs, up lighting, heating and 

everything you need to get the party started.  You 
hire your caterers; anything from a silver service meal 
to a buffet, BBQ, hog roast, fi sh and chips or a picnic 
party. At night the fl oodlights come on as you party 
in the Hall, which is licensed for music and alcohol 
sales until 11.30pm. There’s no corkage charge from 
the venue for your wedding breakfast but you should 
check with your caterer, just in case.  An evening cash 
bar is recommended and can be easily arranged, 
courtesy of a local publican for a small fee which will 
save you any hassle. A recommended list of suppliers is 
available, if you need some extra inspiration.

Overnight in Hadleigh
A short walk to accommodation in Hadleigh, there are 
great places to stay, including self -catering houses, 
thatched B&Bs and hotels suitable for the bridal 
group with a choice of bridal suites nearby.  Extensive 
car parking is available on site and cars can be left 
overnight. 

Helicopters are welcome too, so you can arrive 
in style! 

To get your special ‘wow’, visit: www.prioryhall.com, 
email:  cyndy.hilton@prioryhall.com or call: 07711 
321907 or 01473 823185 to arrange a visit.
Priory Hall, Benton Street, Hadleigh, Suffolk IP7 5AZ 

venue



Priory 
Hall

www.prioryhall.com
 

Exclusively yours

01473 823185
07711 321907

We provide the wow 
factor...you bring 

your dreams.

Together we’re the 
perfect match!



The way to a man’s heart...venue
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Hintlesham Hall, Ipswich, set in 175 acres of rolling 
Suffolk countryside, is a 16th century, Grade I listed 
Elizabethan manor house with a wonderfully long 
driveway to sweep you off your feet and take your 
breath away.  Set in beautifully maintained, peaceful 
and mature gardens and terraces, the Hall boasts 
its own indulgent spa offering ESPA treatments and 
helipad together with a PGA championship, 18 hole 
golf course, conveniently situated nearby. 

The warm, relaxing and friendly ambience of this 
beautiful country house hotel, together with efficient, 
attentive staff, renowned award-winning cuisine and 
menus to inspire ‘foodies’, Hintlesham Hall will create 
a truly memorable occasion for you and your guests 
to cherish forever and of course, capture ‘HIS’ heart. 

Head Chef, Alan Ford, demands the best quality 
ingredients to build a well-balanced carte which 
appeals to gourmet and health-conscious alike. 
Many of the dishes encompass fresh herbs from the 
Hall’s famous garden. The award-winning, 350-bin 
wine list ranges the world from France to Australia, 
and includes a marvellous selection of half-bottles. 

Four uniquely different licensed ceremony rooms 
offer traditional tranquillity combined with opulence, 
grandeur and splendour, and can accommodate 
from 20 to 100 guests. The Georgian-style Salon is the 
most spectacular and largest licensed room, with its 
impressive chandelier and ornate gold-leaf ceiling 
and can accommodate a maximum of 100 guests for 
a civil ceremony. The Carolean Room boasts stunning 
17th century plasterwork ceiling, which is considered 
one of the finest examples in the country, caters for a 
maximum of 50 guests. Smaller gatherings may choose 
the intimacy of the pine panelled Parlour Room with its 
grand marble fireplace accommodates a maximum 
of 50 guests whilst the intimate Justice Room, which 
overlooks the back lawn is perfect for smaller parties of 
up to 16 guests.  Small and intimate, or spectacular and 
grand…the decision is yours. 

32 individually designed, supremely comfortable, 
luxuriously appointed bedrooms including some with 
four poster or canopy beds and many with original 
timber beams. The décor combines the palatial and 
the cosy with fine fabrics and rugs, works of art and 
antique furnishings throughout. 

Midweek, weekend and exclusive wedding packages 
are available to suit and can be tailor-made to meet 
your requirements. Visit the Open Day on Sunday 
26th October 2014 where a very special offer will be 
available for remaining dates in 2014!  

For further information and to check availability, please 
contact Tracy Carter, Senior Events Manager  
on 01473 652334, by email:  
tracy.carter@hintleshamhall.com or 
visit: www.hintleshamhall.co.uk



Hintlesham Hall Hotel
Hintlesham Hall is a magnificent 

16th century Grade 1 country house 
set in beautiful peaceful and mature 

gardens with an impressive  
tree-lined drive.

The Hall is the perfect setting for your 
wedding, whether your dream is for  

a more traditional occasion or a  
vibrant spectacular celebration.  

The warm, relaxing and friendly ambience 
of this beautiful country house,  

together with attentive staff and renowned 
cuisine, will create a truly memorable 

occasion for you and your guests,  
no matter what season.  

We offer a flexible range of Wedding 
Packages including Exclusive use of  

the Hall and its 32 unique bedrooms.  
Make an appointment to tour this beautiful 

wedding venue with our experienced  
Event Managers to discuss your  

personal requirements.

Special discounts for all 
remaining dates in 2014

Call us today on
01473 652334

or contact
tracy.carter@hintleshamhall.com

www.hintleshamhall.com



venue

Located in Hatfield Heath, near Bishops Stortford, Down 
Hall has a history as rich as its luxurious interiors. The 
stately home itself dates back to 1540, and was formerly 
the site of a monastery, founded in 1322.  
Home  to artists, painters, lords and baronets, whose 
style and aesthetic spirit has rubbed off on the choice 
of décor today, their influence created the  flamboyant 
Italianate style you see but remains a quintessentially 
“very British stately home.”
Set amongst 110 acres of woodland, parkland and 
landscaped gardens, this country house hotel offers 
an exquisite backdrop for your perfect day. The hotel’s 
luxury interiors, ornate ceilings and abundance of 
natural daylight make for an experience like no other 
and are a photographer’s dream.
Choose from a wonderful array of rooms and suites to 
host the most intimate of ceremonies, luxury wedding 
breakfasts and stunning receptions, most  
with panoramic views over beautiful gardens.  
Wedding reception rooms can cater for parties of 
different sizes, with the largest room holding 200 guests 
and smallest 32.  

The Chef and his team have created the most exquisite 
menu for your special occasion using the freshest 
and finest ingredients either from their own vegetable 
garden or locally sourced produce, complemented by 
outstanding personal service from the passionate and 
dedicated team. 
A dedicated wedding coordinator will go the extra 
mile to make your day unforgettable, guiding you 
through your arrangements from the very first time 
you make contact to the moment you take your vows. 
Every detail is taken care of and they come equipped 
with lists of recommended suppliers, creative ideas 
and years of valuable experience to help you make 
your wedding day everything you could have ever 
dreamed of and more.
The 99 bedrooms reflect the mix of style, elegance and 
history that give the Hall its unique character. Feature 
rooms boast luxurious two or four- poster beds and offer 
views of the magnificent landscaped gardens through 
gloriously large windows.

Who knows, you may even rediscover the time capsule 
which was buried during the building of the West Wing 
in 1990? Anna Snoep, Head of Sales and Marketing 
“has no idea where it is but is hoping that a guest will 
one day find it!”
Let the magic of Down Hall take your breath away and 
lead you to your heart’s desire. Call Anna, Nichola or 
Marie to secure your preferred date and to discuss your 
plans in more detail on 01279 732153 or visit: 
www.downhall.co.uk
Down Hall Hotel Ltd, Matching Road, Hatfield Heath, 
Hertfordshire CM22 7AS
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timeless
elegance...



£2,000 off 
all Fridays & Sundays
in July & September 2015

Where your 
dreams are turned
into perfect reality

Down Hall Country House Hotel Matching Road, Hatfield Heath, Nr Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM22 7AS
Tel: +44 (0) 1279 731 441  Fax: +44 (0) 1279 730 416  Email: weddings@downhall.co.uk

Please see our website for more special o ffers www.downhall.co.uk

Situated  in the  bre a tht ak ing  b eaut y  o f  the  Her tf ordshir e  / Ess ex  c ount ry s ide ,  
Down Hall  Country  House  Hotel  p ro v ide s  an  ex qu is i t e  backdr op  t o  y our  s pe c i al  da y.

Hotel: 01376 573300   |   Health Club & Spa: 01376 573399   |   info@prested.com   |   www.prested.co.uk

Prested Hall is a relaxed country manor house 
where you can celebrate with family and friends

Enjoy exclusive use of our 14 bedroom manor house for your wedding. 
With beautiful parkland, a summer  marquee, outdoor gazebo and choice of 
reception rooms, we offer the perfect setting for your ceremony, wedding 
breakfast and evening celebrations.

The apartments in our Health Club building offer extra accommodation for up to 20 guests, and we also 
have an Elemis Spa and Hair and Beauty Salon for your wedding preparations and for use on the day.

View the venue and meet the team at our upcoming events: 
• Wedding Fair – Sunday 12th October 2014 
• Open Day – Sunday 22nd February 2015 

H a v e  y o u r  w e d d i n g  y o u r  w a y  a t  P r e s t e d  H a l l

F E E R I N G  •  C O L C H E S T E R  •  C O 5  9 E E   (off A12 Kelvedon exits)

P r e s t e d  H a l l
J U S T  T H A T  L I T T L E  B I T  D I F F E R E N T



Traditional Tudor Style Manor with stylish contemporary interior.
The best of both worlds.

  * 

* SPECIAL OFFER *
All Inclusive Wedding Package for 50 guests at just £3499 

 

including VAT valid Sunday – Thursday until 30/03/2015 (excluding bank holidays) 

T:08444 119 068   

W: www.greathallingburymanor.co.uk

The Legacy Great Hallingbury Manor Hotel, Great Hallingbury
Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM22 7TJ

thelegacygreathallingburymanor

Call 08444 119068, quote code and receive complimentary canapes for your drinks reception
*Promotional code ABS0914 (Not in conjunction with any other offer)

E: info@greathallingburymanor.co.uk

    Wedding Show

  Sunday 12th October

Free admission



real wedding

‘Love me tender, 

     love me do...’
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Fiona Harvey, a self-employed personal trainer met her match when she spotted Mark Berner training at a 
local Fitness First gym in 2004. Their relationship fl ourished, years passed and,  during a holiday in Florida, 
Orlando’s ‘Double Tree Hotel’, Mark left Fiona “All Shook Up” when he bought two large plastic cups of wine 
and announced he had something to say...



Producing a beautiful 1.25 carat diamond ring, Mark said: “If 
you’re a good girl, you can have this!” (As Fiona recalls; “Very 
romantic – NOT!”) 

“It’s Now or Never” 

Wasting no time, the couple decided that they wanted to 
marry in the local church Fiona had attended as a young girl 
where she’d enjoyed Sunday school, Brownies, Guides and 
ballet. Revd Phillips, from St Bartholomew’s Church in Holland-
on-Sea readily agreed and the planning began in earnest. ...

 “Pocketful of Rainbows” 

Working to a strict budget, the couple chose a simple and 
relaxed style for their wedding where family and friends 
would feel at home, not have too far to travel and which 
would also embrace Fiona’s love of roses and their shared 
passion for the colour red as their theme. 

“For The Good Times”  

Searching for a local venue to host their wedding ceremony 
and celebrations, within budget and convenient for their 
family and friends, the obvious choice was the Legacy 
Kingscliff Hotel , situated in the beautiful holiday town 
of Holland-on Sea. They both knew that this unique and 
stylish location would provide the perfect setting for their 
seaside wedding along the Essex Sunshine Coast. The hotel’s 
relaxed atmosphere, fine dining and stunning coastal views 
together with beautiful locations for their important wedding 
photographs including the hotel’s lush green gardens, 
gazebo and nearby 
promenade and 
beaches. 

Opting for a buffet style 
reception and canapés 
for guests on arrival, all 
the guests commented 
on how lovely the food 
was and Fiona and Mark 
were delighted with 
the very high service 
standards that they 
received throughout 
their stay. 

“As Long as I Have 
You” 

The couple chose 
“This is not just cake, 
this is M&S cake” using three traditional 
cake flavours, fruit, chocolate and 
buttercream sponge which looked divine 
with red adornment and tasted delicious. 
Scattered rose petals finished the look 
and were well within the couple’s budget 
too. 

A stunning Silver Shadow Rolls Royce, 
chosen with price and colour scheme in 
mind ensured a stylish arrival. 

Absolute Bridal magazine

“Always On My Mind”

Fiona and Mark provided an old 
fashioned sweet table full of sweets 
complete with paper bags which “the 
guests loved and is something they still 
talk about now.”

“The Wonder Of You”

To get their party started, the couple 
knew just the right man for the job, 
having seen him perform before. 
Miguel Olivares- Elvis Experience was 
“Superb! All the guests loved him. Totally 
awesome! He was totally world class.”





Tel: 07917 182916
Email: d–thist12@yahoo.co.uk
www.dlt-entertainment.co.uk

LED DANCE FLOOR HIRE
STARLIT DANCE FLOOR 
IDEAL FOR  • WEDDINGS • ENGAGEMENTS • PARTIES
LOTS OF SIZES AVAILABLE FOR HIRE AT COMPETITIVE RATES

Public liability insured * All equipment PAT tested

uplighting

backdrops 

and

DJ

Tel: 07917 182916
Email: d–thist12@yahoo.co.uk
www.dlt-entertainment.co.uk
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“Forget me never”

The couple chose award winning 
photographer Robert Wong, based in 
Holland on Sea, to capture their day. Drawn 
by his stylish portrait and wedding portfolio, 
his creative photography didn’t disappoint and the package 
deals available were extremely attractive. His very friendly, 
organised approach and top class service “captured some 
of the best memories from our wedding day.”

“She Wears My Ring” 

For Fiona and Mark, their day went “so quickly and smoothly 
due to excellent service provided by the Kingscliff manager 
and team”. Mark’s highlight of the day was seeing Fiona 
standing next to him in the church, “looking beautiful”.

Fiona enjoyed the whole experience but loved seeing her 
Dad look “so proud “as he gave her away. Her “beautiful 
niece looked stunning” and their two year old son “looked so 
cute in his shirt and trousers”. 

 “And I Love You So”

Fiona’s father wrote a “totally heartfelt” speech which was 
overwhelming. Mark, knowing he had to “write a really good 
speech to make up for the proposal!”.... absolutely nailed it! 

real wedding

When asked if they would have done anything 
differently, they unanimously agree:  “Nothing; the 
day was just perfect.”

Venue The Legacy Kingscliff Hotel,  
www.thekingscliffhotel.com

To find out more about the Legacy Kingscliff visit:  
www.thekingscliffhotel.com. They can’t guarantee  
you won’t get a “plastic proposal”, but they’ll look  
after you in style!

Entertainment Miguel Olivares- Elvis Experience, 
telephone: 01279 505 717 or  
email: miguel@migsgigs.co.uk

PHOTO CREDITS

Images courtesy of Robert Wong Creative 
Photography,   www.robertwongphotography.co.uk 
 

  



Benjamin Stuart Photography 
WEDDINGS | PHOTOGRAPHY | FILM

www.benjaminstuart.co.uk
 

07738 083 385
sshhmedia@gmail.com

www.fabulousfunctions.co.uk

(local call rate)

•  WEDDING PLANNING
•  EXCLUSIVE VENUES
•  MARQUEES
•  INTERIOR DESIGN
•  STARLIGHT CEILINGS
•  STYLISH CHAIR COVERS
•  ENTERTAINMENT
•  CATERING

Use our 30 years experience
Wedding planning - 
from start to fi nish or part
Traditional theme
or contemporary art

Tel: 08456 123 270Tel: 08456 123 270

www.fabulousfunctions.co.uk

Traditional canvas marquees
for beautiful vintage weddings

Also Indian, Moroccan and unique marquees
Stunning interiors complete with full furnishings

Over 30 years experience

Tel: 01449 723 732
Email: info@exoticmarquees.com
Web: www.exoticmarquees.com
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Choosing Ufton Court for your wedding 
not only provides you with a wonderful 
location for your magical day, but 
adds to the coffers of this innovative 
educational registered charity which 
provides inspirational and challenging 

experiences for disadvantaged children and young 
people. Helping them flourish and grow by raising their 
aspirations and achievement, your love can really make 
a difference as any profits made from your wedding day 
are immediately reinvested into the children’s experiences 
and care in an exceptional historical home. Can there be 
any greater gift of love? 

Located between Newbury and Reading, close to the 
Hampshire border, the sweeping and impressive oak lined 
driveway leads you to where your story begins.  
This stunning, Grade I Tudor manor house with tithe 
barn, set in 16 acres of picturesque and secluded 
grounds is the perfect backdrop.  

Licensed to hold Civil Ceremonies, either in the 
stately Long Ceremony Room within the house for  
up to 50 guests, the romantic atmosphere of the 
Tithe Barn for a maximum of 150 guests or in the 

elegant setting of Archer’s Hall for a 
maximum of 80 guests, you’ll be spoilt for choice. 

Three versatile, formal reception rooms in the Tudor Manor 
house provide a wonderful setting for your reception 
drinks; the stately Long Ceremony Room, the grand Great 
Hall with its beautiful carved stone open fireplace and 
Minstrels gallery, and the elegant Green drawing room 
with piano allow you to mingle with your guests over 
champagne and canapés after a ceremony, before 
retiring to the rustic charm of the Tithe Barn for your 
wedding feast, surrounded by candles and fairy lights. 
Your photographs will sparkle within both the formal and 
sunken gardens or through the archway to the beautiful 
Tudor Knot garden. 

The dedicated Wedding Coordinator understands that 
every wedding is unique and accordingly offer a truly 

Your love can make a difference...

bespoke 
service. Always 
on hand to 
answer any 
questions, you 
can be assured 
of personal 
attention and 
care to make 
your dreams 
come true. 

Four preferred 
caterers pride 

themselves on customer care, and would be delighted to 
talk to you about your reception dinner ideas with options 
from a lavish four course feast to a barbeque or hog roast 
– the choice is yours.  There’s no corkage charge so your 
budget will stretch further and perhaps allow you some 
additional, unforgettable touches such as fireworks or 
flaming torches to make your party shine as you reach for 
the stars.  

The addition of four timber cabins are now available to 
hire for or up to 30 guests booking Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday weddings, so you can eat, drink and...be merry. 

Welcome guests in style at Ufton Court Manor House. For 
further information, please visit: www.uftoncourt.co.uk, 
telephone: 01189 832099 or  
email: weddings@uftoncourt.co.uk



Exchange vows in Tudor Park and  
    reap the rewards...
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Nestled in 200 acres of beautiful, tranquil Bearsted, Kent countryside, Tudor 
Park, a 4-star Marriott Hotel and Country Club offers mouth-watering cuisine 
prepared with locally sourced produce, exceptional service, stylish guestrooms 
and perfect picture opportunities, making you wedding day truly memorable. 

Tudor Park’s in-house Certified Wedding Planners use their expert knowledge 
of wedding protocols and etiquette from the moment of your first enquiry 
until the moment your day ends. They’ll help with everything from selecting 
centrepieces to planning the most perfect ceremony offering sound advice, 
making arrangements, scheduling the timing of your day to perfection whilst 
customising your wedding with a colour and theme. Your celebration will 
effortlessly be stylish and magical. 

Tie the knot in style

Host your ceremony or reception in one of the stunning event rooms, with space 
for up to 200 guests. A range of flexible suites can be arranged to suit your 
needs featuring stylish design, natural daylight, air-conditioning, lighting and AV 
facilities, as well as a pretty outdoor patio area and private bars. 

Helping to create dream weddings and 
treasured memories for years, each and every 
member of the team will ensure that your 
day is special and will assist you in selecting 
a tailor made wedding package just for you! 
Complementary use of the leisure club and 
fully equipped spa will make your big day truly 
unforgettable.

Tudor Park offer an inspiring array of delicious, 
contemporary and classic dishes prepared by 
talented chefs, who will work with you to create 
an exciting custom-designed menu, including 
special child-friendly options to keep the little  
 

ones happy.  Wine and menu tasting sessions with the Head 
Chef prior to your big day are also available.

For couples craving an outside ceremony, this year 
Tudor Park has added a new dimension to the wedding 
experience; a beautiful gazebo set in the stunning grounds 
that include an 18 hole championship golf course and a 
nature reserve. Located next to the wildlife pond and just 
before the Marquee, it is the perfect location on a summer’s 
day. Just imagine saying your vows in this fairy-tale setting!

After a wonderful day of celebrations, relax in comfort on a 
luxurious king-size bed dressed with Egyptian cotton, plush 
duvet and fluffy feather pillows. Upgrade to the Golf View 
Premium or Milgate Suite with spectacular views across 
Tudor Park’s sweeping grounds. Start your new life together 
with complementary champagne, luxury chocolates and a 
bouquet of flowers.

Reap the rewards

First comes the 
wedding, then it’s 
time to reap the 
rewards. Instead of 
something ‘borrowed 
or blue’, get 
something absolutely 
free when you 
book a wedding at 
Marriott: Up to 50,000 
Marriott Rewards 

points or 15,000 
air miles good for 
free hotel nights, 
free flights or free 
merchandise. To 
get your points 
or miles, just 
book a wedding 
– for yourself 
or anyone else 
– and be a member of Marriott Rewards. You’ll love what 
you can do with free points or miles, enjoying free nights 
at more than 3,700 Marriott hotels, scheduling free flights 
to hundreds of destinations, playing on championship golf 
courses or redeeming for great merchandise. 

To find out more, contact the wedding planning team on 
01622 734334 or visit www.marriotttudorpark.co.uk
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YOUR PERFECT WEDDING VENUE
Nestled in 200 acres of beautiful Kent countryside, Tudor Park offers
exquisite menus, Marriott exceptional service and lavish accommodation.

CELEBRATE YOUR PERFECT WEDDING DAY AT
TUDOR PARK WITH ALL INCLUSIVE WEDDING
PACKAGES FROM £4000 FOR 50 GUESTS
For more information or to arrange a viewing, please contact us on
01622 632006

Tudor Park A Marriott Hotel & Country Club Ashford Road Bearsted MarriottTudorPark.co.uk

Terms and Conditions apply

2010 M
arriott International, Inc.



towntocountry.co.uk/gilwell

The Scout Association Registered Charity Numbers 306101 (England and Wales) and SC038437 (Scotland).

t: 020 8498 5300 e: gilwell.conferences@scouts.org.uk
facebook.com/towntocountry

Gilwell Park, Bury Road, Chingford, London E4 7QW

Gilwell Park 
invites you to

108 acres of mature parkland

A beautiful 17th century Grade II listed building

Receptions for up to 150 guests

41 bedrooms, 35 en-suite

Rsvp

Come to our FREE wedding 

show Sunday 5th October
A Unique &  

Historic Venue

Order our NEW brochure today

T: 01622 870801 
E: weddings@thehopfarm.co.uk

 

The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood, Kent
www.thehopfarmvenue.co.uk
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Wide open spaces, fresh air and glorious countryside 
views await you at Kent’s Landmark Wedding Venue, The 
Hop Farm situated in Tonbridge. One of the most famous 
and recognisable features of the Garden of England, its 
long and illustrious history spans nearly five centuries and 
boasts the world’s largest collection of iconic Victorian 
Oast houses. 

Offering complete ceremony and reception or reception 
only packages, whatever your taste or budget, The Hop 
Farm is one of only a few venues in the county able to 
offer such a diverse range of facilities, management 
expertise and catering excellence. Over the years, 

hundreds of couples have married in style, 
happy in the knowledge they were in  

safe hands. 

Against the spectacular backdrop 
of quintessentially English buildings 
surrounded by lush green lawns, a 
versatile and flexible variety of function 
suites, each with their own style and 
atmosphere, are ideal for ceremonies 
and celebrations, large or small. 

The main wedding and reception suite, 
‘Whites’, is a tastefully converted, beautiful 
oak beamed and hop garlanded Oast 
Barn, flooded with natural light with 
fabulous views over  lawns and  Garden 
Gazebo.   

Catering for up to 120 seated guests for your wedding 
breakfast and an additional 100 guests for your evening 
reception, the multiple interconnecting rooms can also be 
hired  giving you all the space you need as you dance the 
night away. 

Also licensed for ceremonies, The beautiful Garden 
Gazebo gives you the opportunity to marry outdoors in a 
romantic countryside setting during the fairer months from 
April to September.  Located on the delightful wedding 
lawn, it makes for perfect photographs too. 

The Roundels, with their circular architectural style and 
warm décor are naturally romantic and perfect for 
smaller, intimate weddings and receptions for up to 25 
ceremony guests, rising to 40 for a buffet style reception. 

For larger ceremonies and receptions, The Dray 
Barn function room is one just a few in Kent able to 
accommodate up to 250 dining guests and a standing 
capacity for up to 450 guests. The Dray presents a tasteful 
wooden floor, soft colours and controllable lighting. The 
permanent Dray Marquee, attached to the barn, offers 
an additional 360 square metres of space with a seated 
dining capacity of 275 seated guests and a standing 
capacity in excess of 400.  Its interior blends seamlessly 
with the barn to create additional entertaining space and 
is a popular choice for ethnic weddings as couples are 
able to utilise their own choice of external caterers.  

A comprehensive selection of excellent catering options 
offer a wide range of menus to meet every taste, budget 
and dietary requirement.  Wedding packages start from 

just £4995 and discounts/ 
upgrades are offered for 
mid-week weddings.

So ‘hop down to Kent’ 
and make the Hop Farm 
your natural choice. Visit: 
www.thehopfarm.co.uk, 
contact the unflappable, 
friendly and organised 
Wedding Coordinators 
on:  01622 870801 or email:  
weddings@thehopfarm.
co.uk  

A natural choice...
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Dr. Samuel Johnson visited in 1781, Winston Churchill 
addressed a 100,000-strong rally during the war and a 
number of royals including Queen Mary, Edward VII and the 
Queen and Prince Philip, who spent part of their honeymoon 
at Luton Hoo.  The location for many films including Four 
Weddings and a Funeral , the 1994 British romantic comedy’s 
setting for the second reception (Bernard and Lydia’s 
wedding, ‘The Holbein Place’),  was filmed in the original 
Robert Adam designed ballroom.  

Glorious splendour in a magnificent setting coupled with 
privacy, peace and perfection await you at Luton Hoo Hotel. 
The 18th century, Grade I listed mansion house,  built for the 
third Earl of Bute in 1767 by architect Robert Adam was , in 
1999, purchased by Elite Hotels and opened as a luxury hotel 
in 2007.

Located in more than 1,000 acres of Capability Brown 
designed parkland, with sweeping drive, formal gardens and 
views to the lake, Luton Hoo, situated on the Hertfordshire/
Bedfordshire borders, is one of England’s most stunning 
wedding venues.  Opulent, lavish, marble interiors and 
spectacular period rooms, including a beautiful converted 
Orthodox Russian Chapel complete with stained glass and 
icons are enough to make any bride feel like a princess on 
her wedding day.

From an intimate gathering of close family and friends to 
a wedding party of 400 guests, Luton Hoo’s beautifully 
appointed, licensed ceremony rooms which range from 
the intimacy of the walnut panelled Churchill Room to the 
Faberge Suite with its pillars, alcoves and artworks, steeped 

in romance and glamour, promise sensational wedding 
photography. Inspirational backdrops for photographs in the 
grounds include the formal garden, fragrant rock garden, 
lake, parklands and outstanding architectural features. 

The spa provides a soothing sanctuary for pre-and post-
wedding pampering, with relaxing treatments ideally suited 
for the bride, groom and bridal party. Leisure facilities 
also include an indoor swimming pool and golf on the 
challenging 18-hole course.

Exclusivity, outstanding levels of award winning service, fine 
dining and the attention to detail you would expect from a 5 
star hotel assure you of a day like no other.  Romance reaches 
the height of style and sophistication at Luton Hoo, whose 
thoughtfully designed, comprehensive wedding packages, 

together with dedicated, warm and welcoming wedding co-
ordinators to look after you from start to finish, will ensure that 
your wedding is both magnificent and memorable.

There is simply so much to enjoy and experience that the 
hotel boasts its own fleet of specially customised (and free) 
London taxis to help guests around the estate. Taxi for the 
bride! 

To find out more, telephone: 01582 698888,  
E-mail: reservations@lutonhoo.com or  
visit:  www.lutonhoo.com/ www.elitehotels.co.uk

Luton Hoo Hotel, Golf & Spa, The Mansion House, Luton, 
Bedfordshire, LU1 3TQ 

Romantic hideaway with impressive connections...



Where dream weddings become reality

Woolston Manor is the perfect location for your event. Set in 200 acres of beautiful grounds, with lakes and  
a bridge - the perfect backdrop for your photographs. Two beautiful suites are available with outside  

balcony areas overlooking the swimming pool and golf course. 
Woolston Manor offers a romantic setting, friendly professional staff and superb cuisine. This combined  

offers the perfect wedding venue turning dreams of your perfect day into reality. We can cater for  
intimate Weddings of 30 to 250. Fully licensed for Civil Ceremonies. 

Dry hire is available.

Abridge Road, Chigwell, Essex IG7 6BX
020 8500 2549

 www.woolstonmanor.co.uk

Where dream weddings become reality



TOWN HALL

Splendid rooms for
weddings small or
large, combined 
with excellent 
customer service.

For more information call 01206 506905 
or visit www.colchester.gov.uk/specialday 

Where memories are made...



Prices starting 
from £450!

we deliver the cameras

step 1

we edit it
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you f ilm it

step 2
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step 2

As s� n on Dragons’ Den! 

You f ilm it, we edit it!

Richard Branson is
 a fan!

®

Check to s�  if your venue has 

already featured in our videos!
Check to s�  if your venue has 

Check to s�  if your venue has 

SAVE £100 

with discount code 

MW&E/100
SAVE £100

Great online video tutoria ls!

Y ou f ilm it, we edit it!

SAVE £100
with discount code 

www.shoot-it-yourself.co.uk
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With a dedicated team of craftsmen, fine attention to 
detail and a lot of hard work, the Port Lympne Mansion 
Hotel, within Port Lympne Reserve, celebrated its grand 
opening on 13th June this year.

The history of the Mansion is steeped in prestige and 
glamour.  Situated within one of the most picturesque 
locations in Kent, Port Lympne was originally 
commissioned as the private residence of Sir Philip Sassoon 
who charmingly entertained guests of distinction such 
as Sir Winston Churchill, Prince Edward and Mrs Simpson, 
Lawrence of Arabia and Charlie Chaplin.

The Mansion has for many years been host to weddings, 
celebrations and corporate events and now the 
accommodation at Port Lympne Mansion Hotel joins 
the diverse Short Breaks portfolio.  Sam Lloyd, Hospitality 
and Events Manager at Port Lympne Reserve states: 
“I’m very excited about the development within the 
Port Lympne Mansion and its new future as an exclusive 
hotel, weddings and events venue in Kent.”  The 
accommodation at the Port Lympne Mansion Hotel will 
enable wedding parties the opportunity to get married, 
party and stay all under one roof!

The grand opening 
     of the 
     Port Lympne Mansion Hotel

During the summer, weather permitting, you can say your 
vows on the romantic, Italian style western terrace and 
enjoy a canapé reception on the Iceberg Terrace with 
views of the famous Lime Tree Avenue and Trojan Steps. 
Alternatively, in the winter months, ceremonies can be 
conducted in one of the lavishly decorated ground floor 
rooms of the Mansion.   The Aspinall Suite, adjoining the 
Mansion offers the perfect venue for eating, drinking and 
dining after the ceremony, no matter what the weather 
holds in store.



If you are looking for a unique destination for your Hen 
or Stag party with a wild twist, then Port Lympne Reserve 
has a number of packages on offer to suit your needs.  
With glamping, safaris, champagne celebrations, fine 
dining or picnics, there is something for everyone to 
celebrate their Hen or Stag party with their nearest and 
dearest.

On September 28th Port Lympne Mansion hosts its 
biannual Wedding Fayre offering the opportunity 
to view this stunning wedding venue and luxurious 
bedrooms, discuss your wedding needs with a 
team of dedicated wedding coordinators and 
meet numerous suppliers.  To celebrate the launch 
of the Mansion Hotel, Port Lympne Reserve is 
giving couples a 15% discount off venue hire and 
accommodation when they book their wedding 
and hotel stay during their visit to the Port Lympne 
wedding fayre.  

For further information and to book please visit  
www.aspinallfoundation.org or call 01303 234111

© Anthony Gould Davies 
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ultimate wedding day ‘find’).  A 
two minute walk from the tube 
at Lancaster Gate, you’re only a 
short hop away from the theatre 
district and West End, home to 
London’s vibrant night-life. It’s 
also perfect if you’re planning a 
small, intimate, private wedding 
breakfast or afternoon tea in the 
gardens as this small luxury, hotel 
can cater for bespoke menus, 
special requests and make sure 
your day is tailor-made too.  

Boasting 48 bedrooms, including 
ten opulent and sumptuous suites, featuring 
stunning views over leafy Westbourne 
Terrace, period furniture and original oil 
paintings, this classic, quintessentially English 
design with a modern twist is complemented 
with everything you could wish to unwind in 
style.  Four poster, King-size, handmade beds 
bedecked with silk details and limestone 
bathrooms graced with Penhaligon toiletries 
will allow you the time, pampering and luxury 
you crave to recharge your batteries.  

Each room has every comforting extra you 
need including, hair dryer, bathrobes and 
slippers.  24 hour room service and a well-
connected concierge will ensure that your 
stay is the best possible experience and that 
you leave feeling calm, relaxed and ready 
to resume your wedding plans with renewed 
vigour. 

For the ultimate romantic weekend, 
honeymoon or first night, the hotel’s dreamy package 
includes a bottle of champagne on ice to be enjoyed 
in the comfort of your own room, chocolate truffles, 
red rose petals scattered over the bed complete with 
massage oils and candles.  The offer also includes a 
welcome drink on arrival, free Wi-Fi and a delicious 
continental breakfast for two. Prices start from £275 
per room night. 

Skip the gym, ditch the diet and escape the madness 
(just for a while, anyway!) Stroll together towards the 
escape of your dreams. Visit: www.theroyalpark.com, 
email: info@theroyalpark.com or telephone: 020 7479 
6600

The Royal Park, 3 Westbourne Terrace, Lancaster Gate, 
Hyde Park, London W2 3UL 

Together time...
Three sympathetically restored, mid-19th century, 
Grade II listed townhouses located in the quiet, tree-
lined area of Westbourne Terrace bordering Hyde  
Park and Marble Arch offer you sanctuary. Set amidst 
the hustle and bustle of central London’s metropolis, 
The Royal Park Hotel is a stunning, luxurious and 
romantic 5 star, boutique hotel which could be just  
the escape you need from the pressures of planning 
your big day. Make “couple time” your priority in this 
haven of elegant tranquillity. 

Squeeze in some romance. This perfect location 
is ideal if you wish to explore the city. Hyde Park 
and Kensington Gardens, numerous restaurants 
and bars are situated just a few paces away. A 
little further afield are the famous shops of Mayfair, 
Bond Street, Knightsbridge and Notting Hill (scene 
of Will and Anna’s love story sitting on a bench in 
a London square!), as well as the Royal Albert Hall, 
The Serpentine Gallery and the museums around 
Kensington Palace. Speakers’ Corner and Diana, 
Princess of Wales’ Memorial Walk are all within walking 
distance.  On the doorstep are the exclusive shops 
of Westbourne Grove and the famous Portobello 
market, where stalls sell everything from antiques to 
vintage clothing and vegetables (and, just maybe, the 
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Braxted Park Estate, Witham, Essex CM8 3EN •  Telephone: 01621 892305 •  Email: office@braxtedpark.com
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WEDDINGS

The Coach House
Wedding Open Day

This Autumn - see our website for more details

www.markshall.org.uk

Coggeshall, CO6 1TG            01376 565420

www.traceyhillphotography.co.uk

D O V E  B A R N

Civil ceremonies & receptions in the 
unique & romantic 17th Century 
timber framed barn, set amidst 

rolling farmland.

Just 30 minutes from Colchester, 
Ipswich and Bury St Edmunds.

Tel: 01787 210007
www.dovebarn.com

Dove Barn, Castlings Hall, Sudbury, Suffolk  CO10 5ET 



stem by stem
...love flowers

Your dream day...our beautiful flowers

8 -10 Church Street, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1SE
01303 252 626  www.stembystemflowers.co.uk

We create beautiful wedding flowers 
and floral design across Essex, 
Suffolk & Hertfordshire. 
Browse our website 
for inspiration and 
get in touch if  you 
feel we are the 
wedding florist 
for you.

“Choose A Florist Whose Style You Love!”

www.cherrypickedflowers.co.uk
01371 811102
Find us at The Blue Egg, Braintree Road, 
Great Bardfield, Essex.CM7 4PY



“Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work”
Aristotle

flowers

A cleverly placed button, a bit of sparkle from a 
carefully chosen vintage bead or a fresh English herb 
are just some of the tricks that can transform unusual 
and inspirational flowers to exquisite expressions of love. 

Finding a florist who can take your vision and turn it into 
a reality which will exceed your wildest expectations, 
without breaking the bank can be a struggle. Look for 
someone who, in addition to their obvious mastery of 
arrangements, has passion and talent together with 
the flair to add the unexpected twist that makes your 
wedding day flowers outstanding. 

Lisa Green from Cherry Picked 
Flowers, based adjacent to The 
Blue Egg in Great Bardfield, 
takes pride in her work and 
enjoys the thrill of sourcing “far 
from traditional flowers” then adding her strong eye 
for colour to create fresh and edgy designs. A self- 
confessed perfectionist, she loves going the extra mile 
to satisfy not only her brides but her in-built desire to set 
the standard, not copy the masses. 
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“Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work”
Aristotle

Whatever your brief: rustic romance, classic, 
contemporary, vintage or traditional, Lisa and her 
dedicated team, who boast more than 35 years 
combined experience and love working with flowers, 
enjoy nothing more than making people happy. 

Surrounded by an amazing selection 
of flowers, they will work tirelessly to 
translate your dreams into reality.  

Consultations are relaxed and informal, 
as Lisa and her team gather together 
your ideas for the “Je ne sais quoi” that 
will add that special something to make 
your flowers unique and stand out from 
the crowd. Using tools like Pinterest and 
Flickr to get a feel for your vision and 
style, you will work together to create 
something magical. 

Constantly striving to achieve the 
best possible outcome and her obvious attention to 
even the smallest elements, Lisa really cares that “it 
is perfect” as her impressive portfolio, happy brides 
and venues far and wide attest.  Let her flair for interior 
design and fashion along with being from a long line of 
keen gardeners work for your special day. 

To find out more visit: www.cherrypickedflowers.co.uk 
or call Lisa on:  01371 811102. It will be her pleasure! 

PHOTOGRAPHY CREDIT: Collaboration with award winning Rayne 
based photographer,  Charlotte Kitchenside, Three Flowers 
Photography (named after her beautiful daughters) at: www.
threeflowersphotography.co.uk or telephone: 07548 136131 



styling
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Styling and dressing your venue takes vision, creativity, flair 
and panache. Unfortunately, not all of us are blessed with 
the talent to transform our vision to reality. That’s when you 
know it’s time to call on the experts...

Just as the chrysalis becomes a butterfly, your chosen 
venue, with flourishing finishing touches can become the 
‘stuff of dreams’. 

Annabel Grange and her talented team at Butterflies and 
Bows, based in Lingfield, specialise in interpreting your 
dreams and making them reality. 

Members of ‘Surrey Weddings and Parties’ and the 
Balloon Association, NABAS, their talent shines through 
and is sure to set your heart aflutter. Making your wedding 
beautiful, stylish and affordable is their passion and they 
offer the complete package. 

“The interpretation of dreams is a great art” Paracelsus

Classical or contemporary, stunning fresh or silk flowers, 
helium and sculpted balloons,  decorations, fabulous 
feathers, sparkling lights,  chair covers, drapes, swags, are 
all coordinated, tied together and designed with you and 
your colour and theme in mind. 

Personal service from your initial enquiry right up to your 
big day is also assured. Annabel and her team are there 
for all your wildest imaginings and love the challenge of a 
great dream. With a portfolio of more than 8,000 images 
(and rising), to choose from, let Butterflies and Bows be 
your one supplier for...everything!  Imagine how simple 
your planning will be with only one supplier... your very 
own “dream come true!” 

To realise your dream, visit: www.butterfliesandbows.co.uk, 
find them on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Butterflies.
Bows or call Annabel on: 01342 892392 / 07717 527923 

An Irish Blessing
“May the wings of the butterfly kiss the Sun.
And find your shoulder to light on.
To bring you luck, happiness and riches.
Today, tomorrow and beyond.”



Unit 4 Mayfield Farm Sheering Road
Old Harlow  CM17 0JP

07867 331216
www.gracieday.co.uk
Facebook - /graciedayflowers
Twitter - /graciedayflower

...the venue looked amazing and the bouquets were gorgeous 
Zoe & Paul

...the flowers were perfect...exactly what we wanted!    Louise & Daniel

Thank you

...for the flowers...so beautiful... we 
will be recommending you to all our 
friends     Lisa & Patrick

Beautiful, Affordable Fresh & Silk Flowers 
Arrangements & Bouquets

Wonderful Table Centrepieces
Imaginative, Elegant Decorations for tables, 

Walls and Ceilings. Chaircovers.
Drapes, Swagging & Top Table Backdrops

Inspiring Balloon Displays
Single Supplier For All Your Requirements

Friendly, Reliable Service, Competitive Prices

We Make Your Wedding Beautiful, Stylish and Affordable. 
Special Package Discounts

         The
Ration Book 

Bride
Vintage crockery hire 

in Kent and
The Home Counties

aw_emily postcard A6.indd   1 03/06/2013   10:15

Vintage crockery hire
for all occasions, working

Ration book /budget.
Contact Emily Gerrish:

therationbookbride@gmail. com

or call: 07747 762348

We also sell 
Vintage  Pieces!

For more information 
please visit 

www.facebook. com/TheRationBook Bride

      

aw_emily postcard A6.indd   2 03/06/2013   10:15



Canons Brook Golf Club
Canons Brook Golf Club is situated on the edge of Harlow, Essex.  

We have two possible wedding venues; one is the magnificent clubhouse 
with high ceilings and plenty of space to hold a reception for up to 250 guests.  

The second is a Grade II listed Barn building full of character and charm.  
This venue holds up to a maximum of 120 guests,

both venues overlook the golf course.

We can advise and assist in every aspect of your day in a friendly 
environment, whether it's an evening function only or an 

all day reception and party, we can help.

To make an appointment to view orcheck availability, 
please contact Peter Lamb (Clubhouse Manager) 01279 421482 

or email; manager@canonsbrook.com

Canons Brook Golf Club, Elizabeth Way, Harlow, Essex CM19 5BE
www.canonsbrook.com

   

Contact our wedding co-ordinator, Katie Jacobs
on 01621 891406

or email katie@forresterparkltd.com
Forrester Park, Beckingham Road, Great Totham,

Nr Maldon, Essex  CM9 8EA

www.forrester-park.co.uk

         Forrester Park
Near Maldon

Flexible, friendly, affordable
Beautiful countryside setting
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GET MARRIED IN 2014 FOR JUST £2014.

Your perfect day to be made as special as possible. To include

your own private room, arrival drinks and canapés, 3 course meal

and half a bottle of wine per person.

Wedding Open Day - Sunday 28th September 2014
For more information or to check availability call your dedicated

wedding coordinator on 01992 704 406

WALTHAM ABBEY MARRIOTT HOTEL

Old Shire Lane,

Waltham Abbey

Essex

EN9 3LX

Offer subject to availability. Valid Friday or Sunday's in 2014 only for up to 50 adults. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offers.
No cash value.



hen party

Looking for an exciting and different idea for your hen- 
do? Then why not take a leaf out of Mary Berry’s book 
with a fun and fabulous baking class?

With baking the hobby of the moment, what better way 
to kick start your hen, than by rolling up your sleeves 
and getting your bake on? 

Delightful Tea Bake School, based in Great Wakering, 
four miles west of Southend, has designed a whole 
range of packages specifically for hen dos. Each of its 
classes promises a morning of fun, gossip and delicious 
and simple bakes, all designed with hen-dos in mind. 

Brides-to-be can choose from a range of classes such 
as: Traditional Baking, where they’ll learn to make 
proper fluffy scones or all-butter shortbread;  
Traditional Cake Making where they’ll whip up a batch 
of mini Victoria Sponge cakes; or they can get stuck 
in with a morning spent making simple soda bread. If 
you’re planning to make your own cupcakes for your 
big day, why not learn some last minute tricks on a 
cake decorating class? Or, if you want to truly brush 
up on some baking techniques then sign up to the four 
hour (lunch included) Traditional Bread Making class.
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“Our classes which last around two and a half hours, 
are relaxed and fun, so even a baking novice will have 
a great time,” says Sarah Plumb, who runs Delightful 
Tea Bake School. “People of all ages are really into 
baking right now, so it’s a great activity for a hen do.”

 The cost of the courses range from £25 a head and 
the price includes tea, coffee, a homemade sweet 
treat, recipe sheets to take away and personalised 
certificates. If you’re feeling decadent, you can 
even stay on for afternoon tea complete with a 
complimentary glass of Prosecco. 

All parties are for a minimum of eight people (Max 
10-12 on negotiation, depending on the content). A 
non-refundable deposit of 25% is required to secure 
the date with the balance payable minimum 14 days 
before the event.

Get Your 

Bake On...

For more information about Delightful Tea Bake 
School, or to book your hen-do, visit:  
www.delightfultea.co.uk

Original watercolour by Kathy Norris 
www.katknits.co.uk



At The Expeditional we specialise in vintage London bus hire
for your special day. Our beautifully restored buses add a touch 
of magic to your day. Spend more time together and travel with 
ease. Each Routemaster can carry 72 passengers.

Visit our website for a personalised quote.
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Use code AB17 for special offers for Absolute Bridal readers



Luxurious and Stylish Wedding Cakes
Every cake prepared with finest ingredients 

and finished with beautiful craftmanship

Tel: 07917 272 529    jipscakes@gmail.com

www.jipscakes.com
Quote AB17 for special offers



grooms

From your wedding day to the honeymoon, High and 
Mighty, the UK’s leading designer retailer for men of 
above average stature, introduces a fresh spring-summer 
collection that will keep others in the shade.  Providing 
sizes for our higher and mightier man, the SS14 offering 
will deliver a wonder-wardrobe to tackle smart-casual, 
beach chic, formal functions and of course the necessary 
Hawaiian shirt for informal BBQ gatherings!

Lightweight suits are a must-have for any man in the 
warmer months, and the Italian Classics Linen Suit is no 
exception. Taking formalwear into summer, this classic 
ensemble ensures you can defy the heat in style. With 
a pleat front trouser and 2SB formal jacket, the tailoring 
adds international style to any occasion. Team this two-
piece with the Eterna Formal Shirt, made from 100% Swiss 
cotton, delivering high quality with easy-care and non-
iron maintenance. Ideal for everyday wear.

For a more smart-casual effort, the &Brand Summer Blazer 
has patch pockets and a casual linen-mix blazer with 
contrasting polka dot lining for the ultimate of gentile 
casual attire. Keep the English style throughout, and 
match the blazer with the Ben Sherman Heritage Shirt 
featuring puppy-checks and then the eternally stylish 
‘NOS’ Denim by Tommy 
Hilfiger Jeans. These timeless jeans feature a slight wash 

and are an iconic piece of the Tommy Hilfiger 
brand.

Beachside 
basking requires a flurry of floral. 

Tommy Hilfiger All Over Print gives the 
polo tee style staple a colourful 

makeover in the pique 
all-over print, and when 
accompanied with the 
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Original Chino Short by 
Original Penguin in navy blue, 
delivers a seaside feel in an 
instant. Take the more casual 
approach to summer in Paul & 
Shark Printed Swimwear, and 
Tommy Hilfiger Graphic t-Shirt.

High and Mighty also offers a 
fantastic selection of premium 
designer and own label 
footwear to complete every 
look.
 
For stockists visit:  
www.highandmighty.co.uk

 

Summertime dress-down cool has never been easier, 
as High and Mighty introduces Original Penguin The 
Blocked Polo, the stand-out item with multi-coloured 
paneling which updates the classic polo-shirt in on-trend 
colour blocking. For a more iconic item, opt for DAKS Classic Polo 
available in classic white and exclusive to High and 
Mighty. 
Dress-down shirts for alfresco dining come in the form of 
Kayak Utility Shirt where on-trend chambray material, 
mixed with contrast stitching throughout, contrast 
buttons and raised pointed button placket and 
asymmetric pockets creates and alternative to the shirt 
style staple. Worn with the Kayak fashion Chino, in dusky 
pink, this style is easy to wear and a complementary hue.

A Tall order...



Weddings
At the Westcliff hotel where your Special day awaits

Love the Setting
Set in a beautiful seaside location the Westcliff Hotel sits high 

on the Cliff’s top with stunning views overlooking
the Thames Estuary & picturesque Cliff Gardens.

Love the attention to detail
The Westcliff Hotel is licensed for Wedding Ceremonies, 

has two function Suites & 55 Bedrooms

Our Wedding Packages start from £43.00 per person which 
includes  a Silver served 3 course meal with coffee

Reception drinks of Sparkling Bucks Fizz, Pimms with lemonade 
& Fruit Punch

2 glasses of House Wine with your meal, Bubbly for the Toast

Also included in the package is

a Complimentary Four Poster room - Room hire

Chair covers & Sashes - White Linen and
Napkins - Silver Candelabras

- Silver cake stand and knife - Service of an informal Toast Master

Love a brochure
A full colour Brochure can be downloaded from our website 
or contact the hotel where a copy will be sent to you direct

01702 345247 |  e: westci�.enquiries@zolahotels.com | www.westcli�-hotel.co.uk

The Westcliff Hotel, Westcliff Parade, Westcliff on Sea, Essex, SS0 7QW
Review our weddings on Weddingdates & Facebook - The Westcliff Hotel
Bride photo courtesy of www.photoweddings.co.uk  & www.thephotographers.uk.com

W edding F ayre
Free Entry ♥  Sunday 12th October 2014

11.00 am to 3.00 pm

Suit an Booted
Traditional, Contemporary or Fashion Suits

TRADITIONAL HIRE FOR ALL AGES

FINEST COLLECTION 
OF ACCESSORIES

 37 Hermitage Road, Hitchin, Herts SG5 1BY  www.suitanbooted.com  info@suitanbooted.com         /suitanbooted

 
SUITS TO BUY MEN’S FASHION

Suit an Booted specialise in modern suits to hire or buy, with a great customer service, great choice, great prices



Hats & Fascinators in all styles & colours

For MotHers oF tHe Bride or GrooM & 
WeddinG Guests, a day at tHe races or tHe reGatta.

Have Fun cHoosinG tHe Hat tHat suits you Best!
Based in rocHester, Kent For london & tHe soutH east

07783 954 371
eMail: laura@MadHatterHatHire.coM

www.madhatterhathire.com

Wedding Florist

Passionate about design & all things pretty

07515 391925
www.tradvintflower.co.uk



grooms
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Whether you choose traditional morning suit, lounge suit 
or black tie, you’ll still want to be the ultimate gentleman 
on your wedding day. 

Formal Tailor offers the very best in stylish attire for 
the whole groom’s party and specialise in made-to-
measure suits in every style, description and colour, 
up to a 52” chest. Matching waist coats, cravats, ties 
and cummerbunds are also available in more than 160 
shades. Best of all, you can shop online from anywhere in 
the world - although it’s probably not wise to do it whilst 
watching the footy chaps!

Suit prices start at just under £100 and £49.95 for a dinner 
suit, balancing cutting-edge design with cost effective 
prices, so you could even get to own the suit you get 
married in... she’ll be impressed!  

Aware that hire of more special occasion or one-off-wear 
suits, like morning suits, remains popular, Formal Tailor 
recently launched its Suit Hire service. From only £89.95 for 
full Morning suit hire, including a waistcoat, shirt, cravat 
and complementary hankie customers can keep. On on-
line hire, we always dispatch the goods 2 weeks before 
the wedding in case there are little tweaks so you can 
be sure to get the perfect fi t. Ready-to-wear suit orders 

can be processed and delivered throughout the UK 
within 24 hours with free delivery on everything. There is 
also a huge range of shoes and accessories including 
cuffl inks, ties, braces, belts and top hats to complete 
your chosen look. (Just remember to confi rm the colour 
scheme for your big day with ‘THE ONE’ before you 
checkout!)

You can also visit Formal Tailor’s Bicester showroom. To 
arrange your appointment, email:  info@formaltailor.
co.uk  call: 01869 360444 or just drop in to  Formal Tailor 
Ltd, Unit 13, Arena 14 Bicester Park, Charbridge Lane,  
Bicester,  OX26 4SS where you can view the full range.  

Offering a faster, more effi cient alternative to the high 
street, there’s no need for the groom’s party to be 
overlooked when it comes to wedding attire as Formal 
Tailor has everything the groom, best man, father of the 
groom, ushers and page boys could possibly need. 

If you want to be your fi ancée’s perfect gentleman, you 
could even get her involved in your decisions as Formal 
Tailor stock a range of veils, shoes, clutch bags, wraps, 
and fl owers girls’ dresses and accessories too.  (She’ll be 
stunned you thought of that!)
Visit: www.formaltailor.co.uk

The perfect gentleman...



Suffolk Dove Company
White Doves symbolise, love, peace and harmony.
 A dove release is the one addition to any occasion 

that will leave everyone with a beautiful, lasting memory. 

At Suffolk Dove Company, we offer a friendly, personal, 
professional service to all our customers and 
are happy to help you plan your special day.

We will be pleased to discuss your dove release, arrange the 
symbolic release, and /or display of  our Doves. 

Chris or Jane | 01787 375862 | 07782 476692
www.suffolkdovecompany.co.uk  

Arrow Vintage
Cars

• Private  collection of 20 Vintage   & Classic cars
• Discounts for mid-week weddings

• Experienced Chauffeurs, superb service
• Viewing welcome 7 days a week, 9am - 11pm

01268 552562
www.arrowvintagecars.co.uk 

Zoë Tyler International

Zoë provides some of the best 
entertainment for weddings in the 
country. Her first class singers and 
violinists will add class to your day. 

Beautiful vocalists sing as you walk 
down the aisle, or whilst guests arrive 
or at your reception.

Perhaps you would like a group of 
WEST END singers to launch into song 
as a surprise at your 
ceremony or reception. 

Secret wedding singers 
are truly
something different 
and will make fabulous 
memories for your 
unforgettable day. 

Visit

www.ZOETYLERINTERNATIONAL.COM 

to view all of Zoë’s acts.



styling
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Traditionally, if doves are seen on your wedding day, 
especially if perching on the church roof, a harmonious 
home is assured. This association seems to be a clear 
survival of the cult of Venus, the Roman goddess whose 
functions encompassed love, beauty, sex, fertility and 
prosperity together with offerings of hope. 

For  a dove to lay an egg at a wedding is considered the 
best luck in the world and this fortunate event occurred 
at the Dean Martin- Cathy Hawn wedding, where thirty 
doves were on display in fl ower-decked cages, fl anking 
the entrance to the bridegroom’s house, in tall gazebos 
and in hanging baskets. 

Doves bond together for life and a pair at your wedding 
will enhance romantic symbolism. To promote happiness, 
peace, hope, love and goodwill  on your wedding day, 
doves, lovingly cherished and cared for by owners, Jane 
and Chris, proprietors of The Suffolk Dove Company, a 
professional dove release specialist for Suffolk and Essex,  
train the doves to learn new routes and ensure their 
welfare. Their romantic range of packages to suit your 
individual requirements include:   

‘Enchanting’ A pair of white fantail doves in decorative 
cages for a magical addition to your photographs and 
venue setting, symbolising peace and harmony. 

‘Inspirational’  A pair of snow white doves are released 
from decorative baskets by the happy couple and the 
doves will soar skyward and circle your guests before they 
begin their journey home; the perfect symbol of unity and 
commitment as you begin your new life together.

Love 
is in the air...

‘Fantasy ‘ Combining the ‘Enchanting’ and ‘Inspirational’ 
packages, to add a special touch of romance and will 
always be remembered. 

‘Ultimate Fantasy’:The beauty of the ‘Fantasy’ package 
blends seamlessly with the addition of the spectacular 
release of a fl ock of snow white doves from a decorative 
basket by the guests of your choice. This is truly a stunning 
sight and is the ultimate wedding dove experience.

To show your guests your never ending love for one another 
and to allow your love to soar to new heights, 
call Jane on: 01787-375862 or 07782-476692, email them at: 
booking@suffolkdovecompany.co.uk or visit: 

www.suffolkdovecompany.co.uk



 We all know that November, January and February are quiet 

www.winters-barns.co.uk

Winters Barns
 For an unforgettable country wedding

Winters Barns is the perfect romantic setting for 
anyone seeking exclusive use of a secluded wedding 
venue.

The charming barns with vaulted, beamed ceilings  

guests. The stunning grounds, are located in the heart 
of the beautiful Kent countryside, outside the 
historic town of Canterbury.

With a dedicated team on site and partnerships with 
some of the best caterers in the South East, Winters 
Barns will provide you with the most attentive service 
and care and a wedding day that is exceptional in 
every aspect.

To arrange a visit, have an informal meeting to 

brochure please contact us.

Winters Barns,  Nackington Road,  Canterbury, 
Kent, CT4 7AY

01227 472581
events@winters-barns.co.uk

* Exclusive Hire

* Licensed for Civil Ceremonies and
Partnerships

* Luxury Bridal Cottage and Bridal Salon

*
Outside Ceremonies and Partnerships in the
old Cart Barn

* Beautiful Gardens and Grounds

*

Dedicated Venue Co-ordinator*

Conveniently located close to Canterbury’s
hotels*

Car Parking and excellent transport links to
the rest of Kent and London



real wedding
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On the right track...

Ten years ago, Sarah 
Pinard hopped on a 
train from London to 
return to Portsmouth 
University after 
her weekend in 
London. Little did she 
know that fate had 
intervened and she 
was about to cross 
paths with the man 
she would marry.



Richard Parker, who was also returning to Uni. wouldn’t 
normally have been on Sarah’s line but he had begged 
a lift from Northumberland to Gatwick from his sister, who 
was jetting off on her own honeymoon!

All the signals were there, and their relationship flourished. 
Conducting a classic courtship, Richard and Sarah shared 
a mini break to Belgium for essential Christmas shopping in 
Ghent’s busy markets. Having shopped ‘til they dropped 
they headed out for what proved to be “the best meal 
they’d ever eaten.” Spotting the Christmas lights and 
decorations, Sarah insisted on taking a picture so, after 
picking the perfect spot, was very 
surprised when Richard dropped 
down on one knee – in a puddle. 
Producing a Haribo   sweet ring, 
he looked into Sarah’s eyes and 
she laughingly said “Not with THAT 
ring! Undaunted, Richard replied: 
“Well, it’s lucky I have this one then!” 
and, as he asked her to marry him, 
pulled out a sparkling diamond ring. 
Destiny, having already worked so 
hard to get this couple together, 
assured that Sarah said “yes”  
and the pair got a hearty round  
of applause from a nearby  
teenage couple. 

Relaxed family fun on the farm...

Sarah was born and raised on Lodge 
Farm, her family home, which she 
loves. It was the obvious choice for 
their wedding reception with the 
theme, ‘British Country’, celebrating 
fun, family, the farm and beautiful 
British countryside together with 
the couple’s love of bright colours. 

(This decision proved such a 
success that her parents are 
considering hiring out their 
farm for receptions in 2015.)

Selecting the right fare was 
another important decision 
for the couple who, in 
keeping with their theme, 
chose a menu including 
lamb and hogget from 
their own farm, asparagus 
and sparkling wine from a 
Herefordshire farm Sarah had 
worked at for two summers, 
home-grown strawberries, 
and the fruit in the cakes was 
from her current employer. 

Sarah made the chocolate and sponge cakes herself, 
ably assisted by her bridesmaid, which was very lucky as 
Sarah managed to get blisters from all the stirring. Not to 
be excluded, Rich made his signature dish, Christmas fruit 
cake, which Sarah then decorated. 
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Not wanting formal shots, the couple chose documentary 
wedding photographer James Grist to capture the fun of 
the day. Sarah and Richard found James’ style “So good; 
really friendly and easy going too.” James recalls their day 
being “a great day to shoot.” Videographer Jon produced 
some hilarious footage of the afternoon’s antics and the 
couple were delighted.

Choosing the transport was easy too. As Sarah says:  
“If your uncle has a mustang...!” and he didn’t let  
them down, delivering them in style in his stylish,  
vintage Mustang. 

Fantastic music was provided by “Good Company”, 
whose line-up includes a family friend who has 
“been in bands as long as Sarah has known them.” 
All the guests commented on how perfect they were 
as they played relaxing background jazz throughout 
the afternoon and moved onto sets from the 60s, 70s 
and beyond for the evening. 

To make the day special for all, Sarah and Richard 
focused on personalised finishing touches to show their 
guests how much they cared and made the afternoon’s 
entertainment fly by with homemade ‘Splat the Rat’, 
quoits, egg and spoon races, coconut shy, sack races and 
a tepee for the kids’ den.  



•	 Natural,	contemporary	and	traditional	photography

•	 Bespoke	packages	starting	from	£450	which	all	include	CD

•	 Italian	digital	storybook	albums	&	matching	parent’s	albums

•	 Online	gallery	for	guests	to	view	anywhere	in	the	world

•	 Relaxed	and	unobtrusive	style	capturing	every	special	moment

	 Call	Carolyn	on	01622	859455/0771	954	5295
E:	Carolyn@gowestphotography.co.uk				W:	www.gowestphotography.co.uk

To make your special day unforgettable
01621 892315 

www.facebook.com/brownsbloomsandballoons
Email: brownsbloomsandballoons@talktalk.net  

www.brownsbloomsandballoons.co.uk

Brown’s 
Blooms and Balloons

Wedding and event specialist
creating beautiful bespoke designs

Hire our 5 star 1920s-1950s vintage china for your wedding
Vintage Cutlery |Vintage Glasses |Vintage Candy Bar

Wide range of props - available (gramophone)
Hotels/Barn venues/Marquees/Village halls from 

10-400 guests
‘Don’t get stuck with plain white hotel china. 

Vintage china makes such a difference’. 
Styling - simple rustic barn style or vintage glam 20s. 

You decide...

t: 07568 368191 
email: kimr04@hotmail.co.uk

www.vintagerose-chinahire.co.uk

Vintage Rose China Hire
 Timeless  | ClassiC | individual
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The Big Day...

Following a ceremony at their local church on 7th June 
2014, which according to Sarah “went so fast” and 
included really touching readings from her brother Chris 
and bridesmaid Natalie, with a beautifully performed 
song by her other bridesmaid Jess, accompanied by her 
sister Lizzy, the couple returned to the fun filled farm.

 The band was playing and their family and friends were 
already waiting to embark on the merriment. The couple’s 
arrival back at the charming farm was one of Sarah’s 
highlights of the day because there was a red weather 
warning for rain in place, yet they returned to glorious 
sunshine and a riot of colour. Nature (and Destiny) hadn’t 
let them down. 

Looking back...

Richard’s highlight was seeing Sarah 
walking towards him down the aisle. 
Sarah’s was “WE GOT MARRIED!” 
Sarah’s Top Tip?  “I wish I’d been more 
organised as I was still busy on the 
morning of the wedding, but it was a 
perfect day.” 

Photography courtesy of James Grist Photography,  
www.jamesgristphotography.co.uk

www.lodgefarmweddings.co.uk

 



Kennington Hall

A Gentleman’s Country House, set in the beautiful Stour 
Valley on the edge of the village of Kennington. This 
Grade II Listed Georgian home is set in secluded gardens 
enclosed by mature trees and Yew hedges with Splendid 
views of the North Downs.

Suitable for Weddings, Receptions and Parties.

Viewing by appointment only.
Call 07795 361431 or 07793 087317
email: kenningtonhall@outlook.com



Essex Bridal Hair & Makeup

We specialise in hair and makeup, not just for weddings,  
but for Proms, anniversaries, parties and special occasions.

Email: dawn@essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk
Mobile: 07518 811918 

www.essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk

Relaxed, Natural, Personalised Wedding Photography

Capturing your treasured memories

 

07976 366007
info@julielarnerphotographer.co.uk     

www.julielarnerphotographer.co.uk

EXCEPTIONAL VENUE FOR
YOUR PERFECT DAY

Planning your perfect day?
Why not consider our truly 
unique setting for your reception venue?

Set in the Hertfordshire countryside, 
the majestic 16th century barn has 
been superbly restored, blending beauty 
and character with modern facilities.

To arrange a viewing or for more 
information please contact our 
wedding co-ordinator.

t: 01279 506753
e: enquiries@weddingpartyreception.org.uk
www.weddingpartyreception.org.uk
St Barnabas Centre, Church Lane, Thorley, 
Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 4BE



Natural beauty ... 
a hidden gem
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venue

At first glance, a former working paper mill may not  
be your first choice for the wedding of your dreams. 
Think again...

If you are looking for a romantic, private and exclusive 
use venue then look no further. The Orangery 
Maidstone offers you a truly wonderful experience, 
with the advantage of one venue for the entire day. 
Located beside the river Len, the beautiful gardens 
include sweeping lawns, huge Wellingtonia Pines and 
Blue Cedars dating back more than four hundred 
years. The natural beauty of cascading waterfalls 
creates a wonderfully tranquil atmosphere as well as 
unforgettable scenery. Photographic opportunities 
are endless throughout the grounds: at the lake 
with the boathouse as a stunning backdrop, in front 
of the tumbling waterfall, beneath an outstanding 
Wellingtonia 
Pine or simply 
relaxing on the 
lawns. A 2013 
Kent wedding 
award winner, 
The Orangery 
Maidstone is 
the ultimate 
setting and 
represents 
the true and 
natural beauty 
of Kent itself. From the moment you step into the 
grounds, the sheer magic will encapsulate your dreams 
for your perfect day. 

The light, airy and elegant Orangery with its 
magnificent arched windows, affords superb views of 
the garden landscapes. The spacious terrace with its 
large parasols is the ideal location to relax and enjoy 
reception drinks with your guests. Maximum guest 
numbers for the ceremony and reception are 150, 
with the opportunity to increase to 250 guests for your 
evening celebration.

The stunning Garden Room, adjoining the Orangery, is 
beautifully designed to showcase its impressive central 
glazed roof lantern, exceptional garden and river 

views.  Alternatively, the idyllic Gazebo could be the 
perfect spot for the summertime outside wedding of 
your dreams. Discreet and romantic outside lighting 
from dusk, enhances the romance as you dance the 
night away.

The smooth running of your day will be evident from 
the start and exceed your expectations with the 
professional wedding team’s meticulous attention to 
detail. You nurture the dream, they’ll compose the 

reality. This romantic, private and exclusive use venue 
offers you a truly wonderful experience. The dedicated 

team will ensure that whether your wedding is small and 
intimate or a larger affair, they will help make it magical 
and fulfil your dreams.

Carefully chosen, designated caterers will work with you 
to create a sumptuous menu made from high quality 
produce. All styles, tastes and culinary preferences 
will be met. The franchise bar at The Orangery is set at 
public house prices and offers a highly competitive wine 
ordering service. 

To find out more visit: www.theorangerymaidstone.com, 
call the Events Office on:  01622 919 919 or  
email: events@theorangerymaidstone.com 



Wedding World
36 Guildhall Street
Folkestone
Kent
CT20 1EE

01303 850735
e : info@weddingworldkent.co.uk
w : www.weddingworldkent.co.uk

Bridal Gowns 

Bridesmaids 

Headpieces  

Veils 

Mens Formal Hire 

Designers



01473 201033
www.woolverstonehall.co.uk

Woolverstone Hall is a magnificent Grade I
listed Palladian mansion set in 80 acres of

stunning Suffolk parkland.
It’s the perfect combination of beauty, romance
and history where a wedding can be tailored to

your personal requirements, to create an
experience as individual as you are.

Planning a wedding?Planning a wedding?
First make a date with us



photography
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more than 350 weddings across 
the UK, covering large weddings 
with up to 500+ guests, including 
celebrities, the rich and famous. 
Assessed and recognised for his 
high quality wedding photographs 
by the international Wedding 
Photojournalist Association WPJA, he 
also holds professional qualifications 
with the UK’s leading photography 
bodies:  MPA, BIPP, RPS and SWPP. 
This level of achievement is unique 
within the industry and makes Paul 
the only photographer in Essex to be 
recognised by all five associations, 
giving him the status of Master 
Photographer. 

To find out more, visit:  
www.paulhubbardphotojournalist.
com for photojournalist style, 

www.paulhubbardphotographic.com for traditional and 
contemporary photography,  
www.paulhubbardvideo.com for stunning videography, 
www.paulhubbardcinematic.com for videography shot with 
unrivalled creativity and experience or  
telephone: 01787 461336 or  
email via: info@paulhubbardphotographic.com

Picture  perfect 

There are three main types of wedding photography: 
photojournalist, contemporary and traditional. To understand 
the differences, Essex based Master Photographer Paul 
Hubbard’s guide to spotting the different styles choices will 
help you on your way towards the album of your dreams...

Photojournalist 
Becoming increasingly popular, your photographer will be 
unobtrusive, not change the day’s natural flow and aim 
to photograph events from the stance of spectator rather 
than director.  Your photographer will stay unnoticed in 
the background, happily capturing the key elements. This 
technique can also be used in conjunction with a small 
selection of formal group shots if you prefer. Executed 
correctly, you will receive a collection of artistic, creative, and 
fun wedding images telling your unique story, highlighting 
the detail, atmosphere and emotion within each image. Your 
finished album will portray a wonderful, storybook 
style which unfolds the day’s events as they 
happened and make you feel you are right back 
in the centre of the action. 

Contemporary 

Difficult to quantify and, by definition evolving, 
contemporary is constantly changing and 
therefore prone to date quickly. Searching out 

locations where the backdrop and lighting will 
create a more idealised setting for bride and 
groom portraiture, this style, when correctly 
executed, creates stunning imagery that grabs 
attention, wins awards and often features in 
magazines. Everybody wants to look amazing and 
the ‘feel good’ factor this technique evokes is sure 
to be a hit but is less likely to tell the true story of 
your magical day.  

Traditional 
Viewed by some as outdated, this style should 
not be overlooked as older family members will 
enjoy a more traditional format. Designed to be 
a formal record of your day, your photographer 
will take great care when arranging posed group 
photographs,  working to your pre-arranged  
‘script’ to create a classic record which will stand 
the test of time. The result will be an album, which 
although seen by some as predictable, is an 
attractive option for many couples. The downside 
is that your photographer assumes the role of an 
“official” which can be time consuming if your guests don’t 
readily conform and may not truly capture the atmosphere, 
fun and laughter of your day to the same extent as a 
photojournalist style. 

About Paul Hubbard 
Photographing and videoing weddings for many years, Paul’s 
early training shadowing Mark Cleghorn,  one of the world’s 
leading wedding photographers,  has built his portfolio to 

style to express your personality ...



                www.dbetts.co.uk

dbphotos dave betts

Professional
Experienced
Kent & Surrey based
Janet: 07976 963477 
Keith: 07970 598238
info@photoglorious.co.uk

www.photoglorious.co.uk

WEDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHERS



Seaside Weddings

  * 

All inclusive Weddings from just £2500 for 40 guests
available on selected dates before 30/03/15 

 

thelegacykingscliffhotel

The Legacy Kingscliff  Hotel
55 Kings Parade,
Holland on Sea, Essex CO15 5JB
T: 08444 119 492
E: info@thekingscliffhotel.co.uk
W: www.thekingscliffhotel.com

Call 08444 1190492, quote code and receive complimentary canapes for your drinks reception
*Promotional code ABS0914 (Not in conjunction with any other offer)

  Wedding Show     

 Sunday 12th October 2014

free admission



wine
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Finding the perfect wine for your wedding breakfast 
celebrations can seem a little daunting. Neil Bull, 
founder of The East Anglian Wine School shows you how 
to be right on trend, pairing food and wine in perfect 
harmony to create the wedding breakfast of your 
dreams...
As the recent era of austerity gradually draws to a 
close, the trend for 2014/15 is for a return to elegance 
and luxury. The new experience will be a fusion of fine 
dining and a relaxed dinner party atmosphere. So how 
can this new approach be used for that all important 
wedding breakfast?

To welcome your guests how about something a little 
bit different?

The on-trend drink is Gin and Tonic. There are now so 
many different offerings of this botanically infused spirit 
that it has become uber cool to discover the latest 
version. Serve long, cool, elegant glasses of gin and 
tonic to start the proceedings. Elaborate garnishes are 
out; just choose artisanal gins from one of the many 
new micro distilleries and a good quality tonic.

It appears that Prosecco has had its day and, in 
keeping with the classic theme, Champagne is 
making a welcome comeback particularly ‘Grower 
Champagne’, one produced by the same estate that 
owns the vineyards from where the grapes come. The 
big Champagne houses may select grapes from as 
many as 80 different vineyards to blend to their own 
house style. A grower Champagne tends to be more 
individual and terroir focused but is still expensive. 
The much derided Cava has come of age.  Gone are 
the days of mass produced thin, acidic wines. Today, 
lovely, aged versions, full of finesse from carefully 
controlled ageing processes has led to Cava gaining 
a legion of new fans. There are already a couple of 
Cava dedicated bars in London showing its growing 
popularity.

For the white wine, Sancerre or Pouilly Fumé are a 
classic choice. Gaining popularity and matching the 
trend for lighter wines with more acid, less oak and less 
alcohol, Grüner Veltliner from Austria is white, dry, crisp, 
acidic, with a slight peppery finish and totally delicious. 
Global demand for wines from Bordeaux and Burgundy 

Choosing your wedding breakfast 

has pushed the prices higher, so why not try wines 
from less well-known regions and emerging countries?  
Look out for wines from Hungary, Turkey and China. 
Croatia, with conditions similar to those in northern 
Italy, is producing some lovely wines and Chile has a 
growing reputation for making premium wines that 
still offer fantastic value. Within Europe regions such as 
Campania, Bierzo, Douro and Basilicata are starting to 
gain attention, whilst German wines, although rather 
complicated to decipher exactly what style they are, 
offer fantastic quality at a reasonable price.

For the main course chicken and pork, cooked sous 
vide, are right on-trend.  They are light and moist and 
can take a number of different sauces such as a new 
wave of middle-east (Turkey, Morocco, Iraq and Israel) 
and far-east (Vietnam, China, Thailand and Japan) 
flavours. These sit well against the chicken and pork 
and add just a little daring touch to the classic theme. 

Wines can be difficult but not impossible to match 
against such exotic flavours. It is the dominant flavour 
of the food that you need to pair with a wine, so it will 
be the sauce rather than the chicken or pork. Flavours 
created by ginger, lemongrass and Thai basil work well 



with an aromatic wine such as Gewurztraminer 
from Alsace. If there is an element of spiciness in the 
dish which  may not be to everybody’s taste, match 
a low alcohol wine with perhaps a hint of sweetness 
such as a German Riesling, as the lower alcohol will 
help tone down the spicy heat. For those that enjoy 
an extra hit of heat, serve an Australian Shiraz as, at 
around 15%, the extra alcohol and the spicy nature 
of the wine will boost the heat in the food. 

Matching the flavour intensities of the food with that 
of the wine is important. A delicate flavoured food 
needs a delicate wine whilst more robust flavours in 
the food will stand up to wines with more structure 
and body. For the reds, a new world Pinot Noir can 
be delicate yet still full of flavour or for stronger, 
flavours how about a Carménère from Chile? This 
really is the new ‘kid on the block’. It is generally 
medium to full bodied, with flavours of dark red 
fruits, vanilla and a hint of smoke. The De Gras 
Reserva has proved to be very popular at 
tastings this year.

If your main course is going to be beef, 
choose a cabernet sauvignon. The tannins 
within the wine will adhere to the fat 
molecules in the meat, stripping them from 
your palate, leaving you ready for the 
next mouthful. 

A wine traditionally served with game is 
Pinot noir, the grape of red burgundy, 
but for something more unusual choose 
a red, unfortified, wine from Portugal. 
These trendy wines have been aged 
for a year or two, developing lovely 
savoury notes that will match with 

game. But remember, if you have a 
sauce with the game, you need to 
bring that into the equation.

With any sweet food the wine needs 
to be at least as sweet, if not sweeter, 
than the food otherwise the food 
will make the wine taste tart and 
astringent. If you want to push the 
budget and serve a dessert wine 
then try a “late harvest” version. The 
grapes for this wine will have been 
left on the vines well into late autumn, 
allowing for a gradual dehydration 
and a concentration of the sugars and 
acids. They are usually much more 
reasonable than a traditional dessert 
wine which has been infected with 
noble rot (Botrytis cinerea) but will still 
have high levels of residual sugar to 
perfectly complement the sweet food.
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There are so many food and 
wine pairing combinations that it 
can be rather overwhelming. To 
help those big decisions why not 
book a wine or hen party tasting? 
Discuss menus and wine matching 
to ensure your guests are offered 
the very best wines for your big 
day. To find out more, visit www.
eastanglianwineschool.co.uk



Floral design
 Specialising in weddings & events 
   Bespoke handmade stationery
   Vintage inspired, 
     traditional or modern styles 

07930 337992    www.finishingtouchesbyfaithgurel.co.uk   E: faith@finishingtouchesbyfaithgurel.co.uk

I love what I do and get so  
excited to be there for 

every step of your journey



Contact: 07767 334084

www.thesoulmonkeys.com   

www.facebook.com/thesoulmonkeys

 

for weddings as individual as you

Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone Kent ME16 8AE  t:01622 620720 e: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk w:oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk

Oakwood House

A grand Victorian mansion set in private tree-lined gardens offering experienced staff, elegant rooms, 
exquisite menus and lavish accommodation. Oakwood House is simply the perfect venue for your wedding.

   Wed     
    Wedding
       Fayre
   

     Sunday 12th          
        October 

              11am until 3pm 

•	 A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to     

       help you plan your dream day

•	 Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning

•	 Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic  

       opportunities

•	 Ceremony and reception suites are available for both 

       intimate and large parties of up to 300 guests

•	 40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available  

 for you and your guests

•	 Fresh local produce, fine wines and full bar facilities

Quote ref: 
GT15AB



The perfect venue, within breathtaking surroundings, for the most memorable day 
Exclusive hire packages with 8 luxurious bedrooms 

 Hosting a limited number of very unique and intimate weddings each year  

for up to to 48 guests and tailored to your individual needs 

An Italian wedding never to be forgotten…… 

A special place for your special day…… 

www.hotelleonemarche.com 

The perfect venue, within breathtaking surroundings, for the most memorable day

exclusive hire packages with 8 luxurious bedrooms

hosting a limited number of very unique and intimate weddings each year

for up to 48 guests and tailored to your individual needs

www.hotelleonemarche.com

A SPECIAL PLACE FOR YOUR SPECIAL DAY.....

AN ITALIAN WEDDING NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN.....

MONTELPARO

Quote AB4 for special offers



Adventure honeymoon special
A honeymoon is a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
share a truly special experience and memories with 
the one you love, relaxing together  after months of 
wedding planning is  finally over.  To some couples, 
this means going back to a special place where they 
met or got engaged; for others, lazing on a beautiful 
white sandy beach gazing out at the azure blue sea.  
Yet things are changing and the idea of an adventure 
honeymoon for many newlyweds is becoming 
much more in vogue.    A number of specialised tour 
operators now provide the perfect combination of 
adventure and beach luxury. Itineraries tend to be 
tailored to suit each couple, so can be weighted more 
in favour of the relaxation or adventure – but it is this 
unique mix that is really proving popular.

Laurenne Mansbridge, a director at Pioneer Expeditions 
Worldwide Ltd has been offering unique experiences 
to some of the world’s most remote destinations since 
2006. “Over the last few years, honeymooners are 
becoming much more adventurous and are looking for 
something unique and special as well as a captivating 
beach.” Her four top destinations for 2014 which 
can really provide it all when it comes to adventure, 
experiences, stunning scenery and beautiful beaches 
are:

travel

Costa Rica
Costa Rica is a land of volcanoes, rain forests, 
waterfalls, and rivers. Nestled between the Caribbean 
Sea and the Pacific Ocean, it is also a haven for lovely 
tropical beaches.   Considered one of the most bio-
diverse regions in the world it is also a great place for 
animal encounters.  

Although offering a great remote experience, Costa 
Rica is a small country and travel is easy – making it 
a great destination for first time adventurers wanting 
unforgettable experiences together whether hiking in 
the Cloud forest, rafting on one of Costa Rica’s many 
rivers, or kayaking under the shadow of an active 
volcano.  Combined with one of Costa Rica’s many 
paradise beaches and the wonders of nature and 
you have all the necessary components of an ideal 
honeymoon.  

Galapagos
Probably the most famous wildlife-watching destination 
in the world and the perfect place for a honeymoon 
adventure of a lifetime.  

For those 
looking for an 
adventurous 
honeymoon, 
you can 
snorkel 
(or dive) 
among seals, 
mountain 
bike around 
islands 
overflowing 

with wildlife, kayak 
alongside marine 
iguanas and trek up 
volcanoes.  Being an 
archipelago means 
there is no shortage of 
tropical beaches and 
after your adventure 
you can relax in a 
luxury hotel on one 
of the few islands 
inhabited by people.  

Discover, explore,
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travel

Borneo
With its perfect combination of wildlife, scenery 
and idyllic islands, if you want an unforgettable 
experience, think Borneo.  

Climb a mountain, trek in a jungle, come face 
to face with endangered Orangutans in their 
natural habitat, glimpse pygmy elephants in 
the jungle or see turtles hatching.  Borneo is a 
nature lover’s paradise offering you many truly 
memorable experiences on your honeymoon. 

Finish your trip in style relaxing on one of the 
many stunning Borneo islands where you can 
relax on the pristine sands or swim in the pristine 
seas - creating memories that will last forever

Madagascar
Lemurs, baobabs, rainforest, 
beaches, desert, trekking 
and diving, Madagascar is a 
dream destination for nature 
and outdoor lovers - and half 
the fun is getting to all these 
incredible attractions. 

If you’re looking for an 
exceptional, off the beaten 
track honeymoon destination 
that is still truly undeveloped 
in terms of tourism, then look 
no further than Madagascar’s 
stunning array of natural 
environments. Explore under 

the forest canopy, trek in the highlands, island hop on 
a romantic Dhow or raft down an isolated river in the 
awe-inspiring canyon lands, the choice is yours.  This 
dream destination for nature lovers also boasts unspoilt 
reefs offering perfect diving and snorkelling and 
magical palm fronted desert island beaches to relax 
and unwind. Madagascar has it all.

Pioneer Expeditions have a fantastic knowledge 
of these destinations and would be delighted 
to discuss ideas for your perfect adventure 
honeymoon – call 0845 0047801 or email 
Laurenne@pioneerexpeditions.com
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Prince Charles Avenue, Orsett, 
Essex RM16 3HS 

Very Simply, The Best

To Experience 

A Perfect Wedding

We know that your Wedding Day is one of the most 
important days of your life and here at Orsett Hall we pride 
ourselves on ensuring that your day will be remembered 
forever. 

Our Wedding Gift to you is peace of mind that throughout 
the planning, preparation and the day itself, we will 
be there for you, ensuring that your special day runs 
smoothly.   Orsett Hall can accommodate every wish for 
your ceremony, offering a serene setting for your special 
day – making all your dreams come true!
 
Each couple is unique, as is Orsett Hall, a beautiful Georgian 
styled Hotel set in 12 acres of landscaped gardens with 

superb facilities including lavish bridal suites, spacious 
banqueting rooms, 41 luxurious bedrooms and a superb 
Garden Restaurant.  We also have a fully licensed Chapel 
which is awash with flowers and has tasteful rustic 
furnishings with a beautiful viewing gallery for a truly 
unique and romantic setting. 

Our Banqueting Suites can accommodate from 30 to 350 
guests and have dedicated kitchens for those couples 
who would rather use their own caterers. We have close 
partnerships with self-catering experts and local suppliers 
and together we discuss the happy couple’s needs, to 
help create that magical day whatever their cultural 
background or religion.

...add Orsett Hall to your Wedding List!

A member of the Wedding Team is available every Saturday 
and Sunday between 10.00am and 12.00pm for drop in
enquiries or appointments can be made for any other time

Please contact our Wedding Team 
on Tel: 01375 891402 
or Email: weddings@orsetthall.co.uk 
to arrange a meeting or to request a brochure

Our Next 

Wedding Fayre is

SUNDAY 

2 NOVEMBER 

2014 

11.00am to 4.00pm 

FREE Admission



venue
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The uniqueness of Orsett Hall, a beautiful Georgian style 
private country home, set in twelve acres of beautiful 
landscaped gardens offers brides the chance to marry in 
peace, tranquillity and ...style!

Located in a quiet and private corner of Orsett Hall’s 
stunning grounds, the fully licensed, non-religious Wedding 
Ceremony Chapel, awash with white flowers and pastel 
white hues , tasteful and elegant rustic furnishings and 
traditional pews together with  a beautiful  gallery offers 
the chance of either a traditional or themed wedding in 
a truly magical and romantic setting.  The Chapel’s light 
airiness, special atmosphere and warm, inviting ambience 
makes it perfect for brides who long for a Church setting 
or Las Vegas film star set. Unique in Essex, it’s something a 
little bit different and enchanting 
too. 

The pathway to love leads from 
the main Hotel through private 
landscaped grounds to the Chapel 
and if the weather is unkind, you will 
be driven the short distance to the 
Chapel; they’ve got you covered. 

Alternatively, Orsett Hall has four 
function suites, all licensed for Civil 
ceremonies, which are ideal for 
weddings of all sizes. Each boasts its 
own beautiful surroundings for those 
perfect wedding photos and are 
also available for hire on a venue 
only basis, for those couples whose 
religious or cultural backgrounds 
need to control all aspects of their 
wedding arrangements.

From an intimate service for 20, 
to a formal reception for 350, 
you can be assured your day 
will be something exceptionally 
special.  Banqueting suites offer 
outstanding, traditionally English 
cuisine with flexible catering 
options.  Dedicated kitchens for 
those couples wishing to use their 
own caterers are also available 
and the catering team enjoy close 
partnerships with self-catering experts and local 
suppliers to help create that magical day whatever 
your cultural background or religion. Orsett Hall’s 
Garden Restaurant has recently been awarded 2 
rosettes by the AA. It is a real gem!

Going to the chapel of love... 

41 luxurious bedrooms and 
three lavish, individually styled 
bridal suites are all decorated 
to the highest standards and 
are equipped with the quality 
facilities you would anticipate 
from a four star hotel. A self 
-contained lodge, onsite 
hair salon, ‘The Sitting Room’, 
Kukana Spa and Gym await 
you. Finishing touches are 
not overlooked as Orsett Hall 
also boasts an on-site florist 
with AURA Design and mouth-
watering wedding cakes 

courtesy of Loulabelle Cakes. 
Literally everything you need to 
hold a party in one place.

The day before your wedding, 
you could also treat yourself 
and relax, enjoying a choice 
of treatments using the award 
winning ESPA range in the 
hotel’s Kukana spa. Special 
Hen and Wedding Packages 
designed exclusively for 

Orsett Hall brides are also 
available on request. 

The team at Orsett Hall 
pride themselves on 
ensuring that your wedding 
day will be remembered... 
forever. 

For more information about 
Orsett Hall, contact the 
Wedding Team on  
01375 891402, email: 
weddings@orsetthall.co.uk 
or visit:  orsetthall.co.uk

“Goin’ to the chapel and we’re gonna get married. 
Goin’ to the chapel and we’re gonna get married.
Gee, I really love you and we’re, gonna get married.
Goin’ to the chapel of love.*
“Chapel of Love” ~ written by Jeff Barry, Ellie Greenwich and Phil 
Spector, made famous by The Dixie Cups in 1964



by Jacqueline Alice Everitt

07795 388502 / 01245 605049 
j.alice@cakesandlace.co.uk

www.cakesandlace.co.uk

&Lace

Your Wedding Day is very special to you both 

but it passes so quickly that it is diffi cult to 

remember it in detail. We have developed a 

traditional fi lm-like style, allowing you to relive 

those precious moments again on DVD.

We are a Husband and Wife team who understand what your 
Wedding Day means to you both and the importance of  capturing  

the sights, sounds and emotions as they unfold.

Contact Graham & Jean Lightfoot
Call 01245 380812 or 07776128195
Email: info@4seasonsvideos.co.uk

www.4seasonsvideos.co.uk

Wedding Accessory Packages 
to suit all budgets

including chair covers, centre-pieces, 
bridal favours and much more.

Wedding Wishes by Carah
07772 722932

For 10% discount please quote: absolute2014
Weddingwishesbycarah@yahoo.co.uk

www.weddingwishesbycarah.co.uk



essex wedding awards
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Award–winning COO Jewellers are innovators in creating 
beautiful wedding and engagement rings for every type 
of bride. From a simple solitaire ring to a bespoke diamond 
cluster made to your own design, look no further than 
COO Jewellers to find your heart’s desire. 

If you are newly engaged and now looking for your 
perfect rings, then you are really going to love their latest 
range of stunning Fire sapphires - offering something 
breathtakingly different that will sparkle like the sun. To 
sum up the beauty of this fabulous blue gem, think royal 
engagement ring and you will have it! 

The COO Fire sapphire collection is set with perfect 
digitally cut gemstones to ensure that they are beautifully 
bright and sparkle like diamonds.

To enjoy trying  them on for yourself, come along to their 
brand new flagship store in Chelmsford, where you can 
sample  from their Signature collection range of beautiful 
wedding, engagement and celebration jewellery, with 
colours ranging from the palest pinks to the deepest 
purples, reds and yellows, to orange, gold, blacks and 
even whites. Come and see the future today … come and 
play with fire..

Contact COO Jewellers to find out more today 
on 01245 263950  

           

   

Sparkle like a princess 

and say it with sapphires

Essex Wedding Awards are organised by Brilliant 
Marketing Solutions and have the support and 
backing of all key associations within the wedding 
sector, including COO Jewellers of Hatton Garden, 
Orsett Hall, Parklands-Quendon Hall, The Main Event 
Wedding Shows Ltd, Incorporating Absolute Bridal 
Magazine, Best Brides Wedding Exhibitions, Essex 
County Council, Southend on Sea Borough Council, 
Thurrock Council and www.essexvenues.co.uk

Thank you Peter and Colin for our fantastic wedding 
rings. They are absolutely beautiful. You were great to 
work with on the run up to our wedding - the selection of 
jewellery was really diverse and thank you for making 
them so quickly as I don’t think we gave you much 
notice! 10/10 service, we wouldn’t hesitate to recommend 
you to our friends and family.



www.essexweddingawards.co.uk Find us on Facebook and Twitter

New Categories
for 2014!

Save the Date
27th November 2014   |   Parklands – Quendon Hall

If you are a wedding professional or 
a couple planning your BIG day in Essex, 
be part of our BIG day – and you could 
be a winner!

Couples – check out our website for a free to 
enter competition to win a spa break weekend 
for two.

Download your entry form today!
For more information contact the EWA team 
on 0797 475 2767

The Essex Wedding Awards 
are back for 2014!

Hosting Sponsor Prize Sponsor Organised byMarketing Partner

Publishers of 

Media PartnersSpecialist Bridal
Jewellery Sponsor

Supporters



Fully personalised DJ service
for the ultimate entertainment experience

01245 328015
07828 827759

www.ultimateentertainment.org.uk
james@ultimateentertainment.org.uk

HEDINGHAMCASTLE.CO.UK
HALSTEAD, ESSEX  01787 460261

A Fairy Tale, a Dream of Romance
Wedding Show 5thOctober 2014   11am-4pm

w w w . s i l k s c r e e n v i d e o s . c o m
“ T h e  h o m e  o f  c i n e m a t i c  w e d d i n g  v i d e o s ”



Aurora Pearl are passionate 
and specialise in Weddings.

We strive to go ‘Beyond 
Entertainment’ with our Award 
Winning Services to ensure the 
evening of your wedding day is 
as memorable as the start.

Aurora Pearl provide Interactive 
Entertainment Hire, Dj & Disco 
Services & Décor Lighting & 
more!

 Our Interactive Entertainment 
Hire guarantees endless fun and 
instant memories that you can 
keep forever.

Please visit our website for all our package options and more information on all our hire services

www.aurorapearl.co.uk • email info@aurorapearl.co.uk • 01376 538349

Aw
ard

 W
inning 

Entertainm
ent

Traditional pictures or videos in 
a Photo Booth or new modern 
twists on classic ideas with our 
Brand New Flick Books! 

With our Dj & Disco Hire we 
personally meet with every 
customer before the big day, 
this then gives us a chance to 
talk through and get a feel and 
understanding of the different 
styles of music you like and how 
you envisage the evening of your 
big day to be. 

“Thank you for a great night of 
entertainment with the DJ’ing and 
the photo booth went down a treat! 
We’ve looked at the album at least 
twice already!!!”  -

Mr & Mrs Piper 

“Scott was amazing and everyone 
wanted to tell me afterwards, so i 
thought i would pass the comments 
on. The music was spot on!” 
 Juliana

“We have had numerous comments 
on how good the music was and 
how unobtrusive the DJ was. You 
certainly made our reception a 
fantastic party.” 
 Steve & Rachel Mcmillan 

aurorapearl FP.indd   1 12/12/2013   11:00



A Fellow of the Guild of 
Professional Toastmasters

Expert planning advice and 
guidance in the lead-up to your 
big day

The extra “touch of class” and 
style that will make the occasion 
truly memorable.

Tel:  020 8863 7291
Mobile:  07738 991685

Email: dpearson@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: http://dptoastmaster.sharepoint.com

David J Pearson
Toastmaster and Master of Ceremonies



W O W !
That’s what we want you to say when 
you walk into your party!

Experienced, professional DJs we work closely 
with you to create the perfect playlist and 
a day you will never forget. 

07802 612811
email: seanlsmyth@icloud.com
Covering Essex & the south east

2014 Wedding package

• Initial meeting to discuss your playlist 
 and requirements for the day
• Wedding breakfast background music and microphones 

for speeches if required
• Professional and entertaining DJ for evening celebration
• Fully computerized Elegant podium light show for 

evening celebration
• 20 white RGBW wifi battery led uplighters
• The latest equipment to provide the best sound quality



tents
If you’re searching for the perfect outdoor space and 
ordinary marquees have failed to make their mark, 
discover the magical world of Sami teepees and Sperry 
tents.  Their unique, breath-taking atmosphere and 
ambience, will, with a little gift of love from your family and 
friends, be the space to party that dreams are made of. 

Richard and Amanda Monaghan, founders of PapaKåta, 
the UK’s largest teepee and exclusive Sperry tent supplier, 
have, over the years, seen their teepees grace manicured 
lawns, rolling hills, picturesque valleys and wide-open 
vistas.  They’ve also survived everything the great British 
weather could throw at them, but, just like their clients, 
they’re still smiling. 

Teepees by PapaKåta: Based on a traditional 
Scandinavian design, PapaKåta’s Sami teepees 
are built to withstand the harshest weather; with 
extras like wood-burning fires, reindeer skins, 
and heaters to keep your tootsies toasty, you 
and your guests will stay warm whatever the 
weather.

Sperry by PapaKåta : An icon of the Hamptons 
wedding and party scene, Sperry tents are hot 
news on the other side of the pond. Lovingly 
hand-crafted in Massachusetts, the Sperry 
tents’ oyster sailcloth and iconic canopy ooze a 
timeless, graceful elegance.

Wherever possible, PapaKåta’s selection of 
beautiful tents are made with natural materials 
and, after each event, they pledge to plant 
enough trees to compensate for any carbon 
released during the transit, installation and 
packing up process. 
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The experience and quality of service PapaKåta provide 
is second-to-none and the specialist team aim to exceed 
your expectations – and wow your guests – by creating an 
extraordinary atmosphere and memories that will last a 
lifetime. They understand “it’s a one shot deal” so promise 
to move mountains to create your perfect day.

Your guests will also love to be involved with the help 
of PapaKåta’s new Gift List service, which provides an 
alternative way to include the sought-after details that 
make your dream day possible. 

 

The new service allows guests to give a gift that will last 
forever with a unique contribution to your special day. 
PapaKåta will send you a selection of bespoke printed 
cards to include with your wedding invitations – plus a 
unique Gift List web-link to share with your guests. The 
secure website is SSL-certified and gifts are made through 
the trusted online payment gateway Eway. 

It’s a great way to add the finishing touches without 
breaking the bank! Your guests will love that they’ve 
added the little bits of sparkle that make your wedding 
day extra special. 

For more information please visit:  

www.papakata.co.uk/giftlist

Timeless celebration space that 
        your guests will 



The search is over...
Monitor Music are the UKs leading supplier of live wedding 

bands, event lighting, wedding entertainment, Mobile DJs, 

Jazz Quartets, Solo Harpists, Saxophonists, Guitarists & 

Pianists. We manage over 1000 bookings each and every 

year for events ranging from weddings to civil partnerships 

all over East Anglia and are the recommended suppliers  

to 50+ well known wedding venues in the UK.

www.monitormusic.com
email: office@monitormusic.com • tel: 0845 094 1162

Organising  
a wedding  
reception?

Looking for great 
entertainment?

Live music tailored  
to you, your function 
and your budget?

Or are you looking  
to transform your 
venue with bespoke 
event lighting? 

follow us

MonitorMusicAdvert_2013.indd   1 24/10/2013   18:31






